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1 do not know what the Leader of the House
proposes to do—whether to sit on to-night
and await the arrival of the Bill from
another place. Is that the intention?

The Chief Secretary: I understand that
the Bill will be in our hands very shortly.

The PRESIDENT : The motion before the
House s in order. If any hon. member ¢on-
siders that it is not in order, or that it is im-
proper, he can object to it and it will not
be carried.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If this action were
going to get us anywhere, 1 would not have
anything to say. We cannot meet until
Tuesday and the suspension of the Standing
Orders is a departure from the usual pro-
cedure; we are breaking new ground for no
purpose whatever. I am as certain as I am
sitting here that we cannot get any further
to-night, and that we shall not have the Bill
before us until Tuesday. Then why break
away from recognised rules? I have told
the Leader of the House that I am not con-
cerned about the question of urgeney; I am
not prepared to sit after 10 o’clock at night.
I start my work at 5 o’elock in the morning
and when I go on until 10 o’clock at night
I have finished for the day. If the business
is going to be rushed through, as is usually
done fowards the end of the session, it will
not be rushed through with my assistance,
hecause I shall not be here. We have been
hanging round all the evening and now we
are asked to wait still longer on the off-
chance of another place passing the Bill so
that we might deal with it to-night We
shall be establishing a precedent which I
think is dangerous.

Hon. J. Cornell: I should like to ask the
Chief Secretary whether anyone will suffer
in the event of the Supply Bill not being
passed before next Tuesday.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Even on
Tnesday next we shall still require a statu-
tory majority unless I give notice of the
motion to-night. In view of the objection
on the part of several members to the sug-
gested procedure, I will, with the permission
of the House, withdraw the motion for the
suspension of the Standing Orders, and give
notice of my intention to move it at the next
sitting of the House.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I now give
notice tbat it is my intention to submit the
motion at the next sitting of the Honse.

House ndjonrned gl 10.10 p.n.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DISTRAINT AUCTION.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, In the matter of Theresa Hunt v.
Edwards, on what date was the property
of Mrs. Hunt put up for auetion by the
hailiff at Fremantle? 2, What was the
amoung of the bid received? 3, On a sub-
sequent date wns the property again sub-
mitted for auction by the bailiff? 4, What
was the bid on that occasion? 5, Did the
hailift receive the cash on the fall of the
hammer? 6, [f not, when did he receive
payment? 7, What amount did the bailiff
pay info court? 8, Will the Attorney Gen-
eral have a full investigation made into this
case?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: (for
the Attorney General) replied: 1, On
the 26th November, 1931. 2, No bid, 3,
Yes. 4, Bid, £87 10s.; paid, £52. 5, No.
6, £52 paid on 18th January, 1932. 7, £32,
the full amount collected. 8, No. Mrs. Hunt
brought proceedings against the bailiff under
Scetions 21 and 24 of the Local Courts Act
for develiction of duty. These proceedings
were brought before the magistrate of the
Local Court, Fremantle, and were dismissed
by him. The matter has therefore already
heen adjudicated an.

QUESTIONS (2)—UNEMPLOYMENT.
Foreigners on Sustenance.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways—1, What is the number of foreign
recipients of State sustenance, juveniles as
well as adults? 2, What is the number of
naturalised foreigners in receipt of susten-
ance under the State sustenance scheme?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 749. 2, 137.

Numbers picked wp for work,

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What is the total number of
persons picked up for work since the Pre-
mier’s return from his last visit East? 2,
The number picked up from each centre?
3, As the amounts payable to individual
men differ, what are the numbers and var-
ious weekly amounts to be paid to each class
of men, and to what districts were they sent?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: The reply being of the nature of a
vefurn, I will lay it on the Table.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, SICK
LEAVE.

Miss HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, What number of sehool
teachers had sick leave for periods of a week
or more during 19319 2, What number of
school teachers had sick leave for periods
of a week or more from January to the end
of July, 19329

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for
the Minister for Education) replied: 1, 255,
2, 171

K

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,225,000.
In Commiitee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.

Richardson in the Chair.

The CHAIRMAXN : Progress was veported
on the motion of the Premier, “That thera
he granted to His Majesty on aceount of th»
services of the year ending 30th June, 1933.
s sum not execeeding £2,225,000."

MR. WILSON (Collie) [4.37]: In order
that there might he no misunderstanding, 1
think it my dutv te say a few words re-
eardine unemnployment in the South-West,
and especially in my own eleetorate. A good
deal of comment has heen heard about the2
Collie district as having been favoured in
relation to other districts. I am going to
say 1t has not fared too well, but T am nng
woing to bring in other distriets by way of
comparison. I believe the Cellie township
and electorate have suffered more from the
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depression than have any other town and
district in the State. A very large number
of men down there have DLeen unemployed
for two or three vears. A number of mines
have heen closed, timber mills have ceased
operations, and sleeper cutting is prae-
tically finished. To-day no sleepers arc be-
ing ecut, and I understand from what the
Minister for Railways stated some months
ago that he has about 12 years’ supply of
sleepers already ent for the railways. Many
of the sleeper cutters wonld thank the Min-
ister for the privilege of work for some of
their number, even if they had to bhe
rationed, I have no comments to make on
the condnct of the Unemployment Board,
for T feel they do the best they can with the
money they have got; hut it is a fanlty
system altogether. Some thne ago I, in com-
mon with the members for Forrest, for Bun-
bury, for Sussex, for AMurray-Wellington,
and for Nelson, together with the Legislu-
tive Couneil membhers for the South-West,
waited on the Minister and drew attenticn
to the difficulty that persons in those dis-
tricts have in getting sustenanee. There is
altogether too mueh centralisation, whieh s
one of the chief evils. Men in the metro-
politan area can get on to sustenance muen
tore guickly than can men in the country;
for n man in the metropolifan area is on the
gpot, and the officers of the department will
procure sustenance for him as soon as pos-
sible, whereas men in the South-West have
vot that advantage. There a man has to go
to the police, and when he has fulfilled all the
conditions of the inquisition, the matter is
sent up to Perth, and it is three or four
weeks before that man, starving all the time,
can get sustenance. It should be made pos-
sible to transact the whole business in the
Sonth-West and not have to send it up here.
There are in my clectorate more persons uil
sustenance than on relief work; in fact the
latest move is that the people on sustenance
are to be put on to relief work, some of them
gotting £1 per week extra. But sometimes
people cannot get the relief to which they
are entitled. 1 have here some letters whizh
bear out that contention. Buekinghams’
mill has heen closed for twe years, in eonsa-
quence of which a man named Carroll, who
has six ehildren, has heen working on sus-
tenance and reeceiving 42s. per week. Dur-
ing the time he was working on the mill he
picked out a block of land from the virgin
bush with a view to making a home for him-
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self and his children. By spare time efforts
lie cleared o few aeres and erected a small
fence of split posts.  Aetually the farn
would not feed a bandicoot, and indeed there
is no chance of making it into a farm fox
many years. As I say, he has heen on sos-
tenance, reeeiving 42s. per week for himself
and five childrven, all of whom are under 14
vears of age. Now he has been zerved wifh
the following letter from the department:—

Dear Bir,—I lave to notify yeo that sus-
tenance at the rate of 20s. per week for X0
weeks has been approved you. Paywents will
be made by the Agricultural Bank inspector,
and sostenance work will discontinue mme-
diately. You are required to effoct improve-
ments on your helding to the value of the
amount advaneed, and in this respect it is
neeessary for you to report monthly to the
bank inspector, stating the work performed.
You are also yequired to complete the
seeurity for the advance when called npon to do
so by the Agricultural Bank.

The man wrote to the departmeni as fol-
lows ;—

I am a timber worker employed by Messrs.
Buckingham Bros. for very maony years past
and now have a family of six boys and girls
depemlent upon wy oxertions.  This mill has
been closed mow for nearly two years. T have
been employed on  the forestry sustenance
scheme earning 425, weeckly sinee it starfed.
My idea in applying for and obtaining the
block in question wus to give me an oppor-
tunity for the employment of spare time and
at the same time provide work and intercst,
ete., for my pgrowing family. Unfortunately
the slump eame along, T lost my job, and have
therefore had mo money te expend on improve-
ments, T have cleared some of it and have put
up about 150 bush splif. posts. The ‘mnount
you mention (20s, pér week) would not en-
ahle vs to exist at all, so it is absolutely com-
pulsory that I surrender all interest or title
fo the lund and thus gain the right still to
rentiin on the sustenance scheme,

The man has left his block. We have spen:
millons of pounds on gronp seftlement, hut
I muarantee that  this man, if similarly
assisted. weuld have proved better than the
average group settler.  Up o the present
time he has involved the Government in no
expense. Ile tried to make a home in his
spare fime and he proved himself to be 2
man worthy of assistance. T could quote
other eases, but I think this one is sufficient.
I helieve the department is moving in the
matter. Tf the department send an inspector
down, T hope they send one who knows the
difference between couch and bhuffale grass.
Carroll should be given a chanee to make a
living on his block, hut not on starvation
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rates. 1t is rather sirange that the rail-
way department should have been using im-
ported coal while coal miners at Collie were
out of employment. I am not referring to
the time of the strike. For two months the
Railway Department used 1,000 tons of
Neweastle coal per week. That eonl wxs
subsidised by the New South Wales Gov-
cinment. I thought that any action of the
kiud was unconstitutional, but the companies
who supplied it received a subsidy of abont
15. G6d. per ton. This was paid by the New
South Wales (Government to help the New-
eastle  companies to recaphwre their lost
trade. The effect of the subsidy, however, is
to keep the men at Collie ont of work.
There are hundreds of men in the distriet
who are idle. - There are 250 or 300 coal
miners out of work, besides timber workers,
sleeper cutters, and men who were formerly
employed on the roads. Those people who
allege that the vesidents of Collie are get-
ting a better deal than the residents of other
parts of the State do not know what they
are talking abouf. There are men in my
district who had saved a few pounds, bui
during the last 18 months their money has
gone.  Consequertly they have to seck ve-
lief. Yet pecople who have been keeping
themselves for the last 18 months out of
their savings are now to be denied assist-
ance. 1 wish the Government had more
money ai their disposal, but it is possible
that hetter use could have been made of
the money available to them. There is no
dog-tn-the-manger spixit ahout the peopic
of Collie; all they want is a fair deal. Hun-
dreds of men in that part of the State
would be only foo pleased to accept work to-
morrow, but unlortunately they are unable

10 et it,
]

HON. S. W. MUNSIE (Iannans)
[4531]: We are asked to authorise Supply
to an amount nob exceeding £2,225000. T
admit that £1,300,000 of it is to be provided
from Consolidated Revenue, which of course
represents the ordinary expenditure of Gov-
crnment for the payment of the Public Ser-
viee, cte. The amount to he provided from
loan funds is £600,000 and from the Gov-
ernment Property Sales Fund, £25,000 and
from the Public Aeccount £300,000. When
the Leader of the Opposition stated that this
was practically the only epportunity afferded
members to diseuss the manner of spending
the £600,000, the Premier interjected, “No,
vou will have an opporfunity to discuss it on
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the Estimates.” That statemen{ was not
altogether correct. The Government are
asking for this amounni of Supply for three
months, More than six weeks of the period
have alrcady cone, and in seven weeks the
total amount will have been expended. Con-
sequently, if we do not now diseuss fhe
manner jn whieh the money is to be ex-
pended, it will be useless to disenss it when
the Estimates are presented because the
iponey will then have been expended. T
think the “West Australian” newspaper
would have some justifieation for complain-
ing if we deferred expressing our opinion
until the Estimates were introduced, seeing
that the money would then have been spent.
The newspaper would be justified in saying,
*“You missed your opportunity; why don’t
you keep quiet? 1 do not intend to miss
my opportunity. I realise the difficnlt posi-
tion confronting the Government, not only
as regards loan noney, but in the matter of
finding funds with which to emry on the
affairs of the State, but I protest against the
loan money that is available being expended
in the manner proposed by the Goveroment.
Recently there was a controversy in the Press
hetween the Premiers of Western Ausiralia
und South Australia as to which of the two
was adhering the more closely to the Pre-
miers’ Plan. Mr. Hill elaimed to be entitled
to a larger disabilities grant from tbe Com-
monwealth on the ground that he bad ob-
served the Premiers’ IPlan to a greater extent
than had the Premier of Western Australia.
Our Premier, in reply, said he did not object
to the amount granted to Mr. Hill, but he
did object to the comparisons drawn by him.
He said Mr. Hill could take eredit for the
tact that the wages paid in his State were
the lowest in the Commonwealth, while his
taxation was the highest. When that state-
ment was made T was not aware of the
method under which the Government of this
State propoesed to spend the loan money, but
if the method now in vogue wits in operation
then, the Premier's statement wa: not cor-
1cet. I admit that South Australia is one of
the most hishly taxed States of the Com-
monwealth, but it is not the lowest in point
of wages paid. So far ar | am aware, no
other State that has endeavoured to observe
1he Premiers” Plan to the letter has attempted
to inteifere with private emplovers and the
wages paid by them. The lowest wages that
ean possibly be paid in South Australia by
a private firm is £3 3s. per week and the
lowest rate fixed in Western Australia is
£3 11s. 8d. Those rates have heen fixed in
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the two Siates by legally constituted tribu-
nals. But the CGovernment of this State are
defying the law and are disregarding the
basie rates fixed by the Arbitration Court.
Not only do they themselves not pay the
basic rate, but thev are demanding that pri-
vate emplovers shall not pay it either. The
Government do not fix the minimum rate,
ns does the Arbitration Court. The court
fixes a basic rate and no employer is entitled
to pay less. He may pay more to a zood
man.  The Government, however, have
definitely fixed a maximum wate not exceed-
ing £3 per week, irrespective of the ability
of the man employed, while the minimum
rate is 23s. 2d.  Further, they have fixed
those rates for private emplovers as well as
for themselves. There is a firm who manu-
facture pipes. They tendered for the supply
of pipes for sewerage works. If theyr em-
ploy a single man they are compelied to pay
him 25s, 2d. per week and not allow him to
earn more. I they employ a married man,
no matter how many children he has to main-
tain, the maximum rate they can pay him
is £3 per week.

Mr. Sampson: You nre referring to relief
work.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSII:: No, I am veferring
to a private employer who has tendered for
the supply of pipes for relief work. The
Minister for Railways asked the other night
whether it wonld be fair to allow a man who
was producing the article that the men on
relief work had to use to enrn more than the
man who was actually on the relief work. I
cannot understand the Miinister's logie,

The Alini=fer for Railways: T ecould not
have understood either if T had said that.

lion. 8, W, MUNSIE: The Minister in
un interjection on Tuoesday last made use
of these exact words,

The Minister for Railwavs: Tt was not 1.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I was sitting in
my seat at the time. I know the Minister's
voice, and 1 say he did use those words. The
statement was published in the “West Aus-
tralian” some fime ago in the report of a
deputation that waited upon him. I do not
say that the statement was trme because
it appeared in the “West Australian’ but,
having heard the Minister, I say he did make
the statement.

The Minister for Railwavs: Tt is u-ual
to accept the denial on the part of 0 memher,
vou know.
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Hon, 8. W, MUNSIK: 1 cannot under-
stand the Minister attempting (o Foree this
sort of thing.

The Minister for Railways: Suppose the
Government were making the material for
these reliel works. Would they engage
some of the men at fnll time and the balanee
on part-time?

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE: I believe if the
Government were mannfacturing the pipes
themselves, they would employ  men  whoe
know something abont  the industry, and
keep thewy on Fnll time.  Within the last
three weeks a departiment npder the coutrol
of the Minister has taken on between 70 and
80 men at the Milland Junction workshops.
The Commisstoner of Railways did not put
themn on part time, but employed them twll
time. He ignoved the Govermment regula-
iion, for he knows  he  could not  secuwre
ceonomy otherwise.  These arve men who were
retrenched some time ago. They are good
nmen and know their work. He has put them
hack in the workshops at full time. If the
Minister was making the pipes and men were
wvailuble who had been doing the work be-
fore, he wonld cerfainly put them on full
timne rather than employ sustenance men who
knew nothing about the work. Thut is not
the case with the private employer, A firm
which  tendered for a Government job put
olf 37 men within the last 15 months. The
majority of these men are still unemployed.
That Arm secived the conbraet from  the
Government, hut cannot employ one ol the
hands that were cismissed. Is that a fair
thing! The men that weve put off are not
on snstenance. If a job oceurs in the ety
ar the country, these men ave debarrved From
wodng any work,  The Government say,
“Not enly sholl we not employ you, hut we
will delsie vou from being engaged by any
other employer.”™ The Leader of the Oppnsi-
tion wanted to know what works were to he
pal into operation a< a resuli of the expen-
diture of the money.  All we have heard
about is the proposal to continne works pre-
viowsly anthorised by Parliament. with the
exception of forestry and the Causvway.

The Minister for Works: The Wicherina
water snpply,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: We were fold it
was merely intended to carry out works
already aunthorised or in hand, I de nog
mind that so long as it is wseful work andd
has received the authority of  Parlinment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Leader of the Opposition wanted to
know what money had been reserved for
water gsupplies on the goldfields, particularly
at Ora Banda. A deputation recently waited
on the Premier and the Minister in Kalgoor-
lie in regard to Ora Banda, The Minister
stated that Providence had supplied the
water. The rain had come and filled the
dain which had already been built  there.
According to the Press, a new dam was pro-
vided, but that was not so. The old one had
become empty but was vefilled by the rain-
fall. The Minister also said that the sup-
ply would last four months. When | was
Minizster for Mines 1 received a deputation
at Ora Banda. The only eustomer of the
State battery theve did not warrant the bat-
tery working for morve than two mouths in
the year. We allowed that company to use
w faivly big percentage of the water in the
42-mile dam. 1t was avranged that a cer-
tain amount should be veserved for the State
hattery, To-day things are very different.
With the exeeption of the time when it is
stopped for repairs, the Stafe battery is ad
work  continuously.  Tn faet, e@ushings
have had to he diverted elsewhere. A
four months’ supply of water will not
meet the case for Ora Banda.  There
are approximately 150 men prospecting in
the vicinity. Some of them have reason-
ably good shows, If the men were in any
other distriet where permanent water is
available, their shows would be faken up
by syndicates or companies, hnt there is no
indncement for any company lo purchase
a property at Ora Banda.

M. Angelo: How much wonld the water
supply cost?

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: The estimate
given to us was that it would cost about
£16,000 to conneet Ova Banda by pipe line
with Kwrrawang. The prospectors will
certainly return some wealth to the eoun-
try, but not half as much as companies
would do if they had an adequate wafter
supply. I hope the Minister will make in-
quiries into the matter.

The Minister for Works: Officers of the
Mines and Public Works Departments are
already going into the matter on the spot.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: When I was
Minister for Mines I agreed fo assist the
Water Supply Department from the special
grant made by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for mining development, provided the
Minister for Water Supply could come to

o
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reasanable ferms with the users. I believe
he did ask for a guarantee from the min-
ing e¢ompany, but none was fortheoming
and no grant was made, The activities in
the district have now put quite a different
complexion on the situation.

Mr. Angelo: Will the
fortheoming now?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: T do not think
one wounld be necessary owing to the
amount of work the battery is called upon
to do. T wish to protest against the action
of the Government in over-riding the In-
oustrial Arhitration Court by faking upon
themselves, without the autherity of Tar-
liament, to reduce the basie wage fixed by
that trthunal from £3 11s. 8d. to £3 per
week. The Minister for Works has said
repeatedly during the debate that his de-
partment is paying the basie wage.

The Minister for Works: Se it is.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Single men. are
drawing at the rate of the basie wage for
two days in the week; that is all. I do not
sec how that can be construed into the
statement that the men are receiving the
basic wage. The Government cannot be
expeeted to find work for every man to-
morrow and pay him continuously not less
than £3 11s, 84. per weck. Under existing
conditions that cannot be done. But T do
say the Government have no right to do
what thev are doing—putting a limit on
the men employed with regard to the time
they arve to he emploved. The Minister
reeently quoted figures regarding the al-
lowanee~ granfed by other Australian
States and New Zealand. He has the ad-
vantage of me as regards New Zealand,
as I have not had records from that Do-
minion. He did, bowever, mention New
South Wales: and T have gone to the
tronble of locking up the New South Wales
fizures. From all the information avail-
able fo e, it appears that the monev
-peeifically provided for snstenance in
New South Wales is Jess than the actual
money provided for sustenance in Western
Australia.  Western Australia, from that
aspect. i= treating its unemployved hetter
than New Sonth Wales is doing for those
who are ont of work in that State.

The Minister for Railwaxs: Or
other State in \nstralia.

Hor. 8. W. MUNSIE: Or any other
State in the Commonwealth. But why did
not the Minister give the full facts? When

suarantee  he

any
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New South Wales fixed its sustenance rate,
that was donme with the knowledge that
child endowment was in operation there.
The money granted for child endownient is
additional to the sustenance rutes. Buat the
Minister did not mention that fact.

The Minister for Works: In New South
Wales men are also taxed 1s. in the pound
for nnemployment relief.

Hon. 8. W, MURSIE: Even with that
tax, the man with a wife and three child-
ren in New South Wales is considerably
better off, allowing for child endowment,
than the man with a wife and three ehild-
ren in Western Australia, Though the JMin-
ister was correct in his statements regard-
ing sustenanee allowanees, he omitted any
reference to New South Wales child en-
dowment. While the Minister was speak-
ing, there was an interjection from this
side of the Chamber, ‘‘But there is child
endowimnent in New South Wales.”’

The Minister for Works: Child endow-
ment does not apply only to men on relief
work.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: But it does ap-
ply to those men, and increases their re-
ceipts. If there were child endowment in
this State, there would he nothing in the
way of relief.

The Minister for Works: Shall we do
like New South Wales and impose a tax of
1s. in the pound?

Hon. §. W. MUNSIE: I am giving in
that tax. T repeat, with child endowment
the man in New South Wales with a wife
and thvee childven who is on relief work 1s
considerably better off than the man with a
wife and three children in Western Aus-
tralia. I make that statement definitelv.
The JMinister can work out the figures for
himself. I believe my statement will be
found to be correct. I do hope the Govern-
ment will again seriously consider the atti-
tude they are adopting as regards outside
employmnent. T make that request not alto-
gether hecause the attitude represents the
thin end of the wedge for introducing a
weneral reduction of wages outside. There
is another reason, which, fo my mind at all
events, is just as important, if not more im-
portant. I am speaking with reference to
the private employer who is having a bad
time. T admit that most employers are hav-
ing a had time. But the employer I have
in mind, now that the Government have
£600,000 of loan money to spend and have

)
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called tenders, finds himself unable to re-
employ his old hands. It is deplorable that
men who have been working in the past in
factories and other establishments of the
kind should be met with a refusal of re-
employment. Such men have said to e,
“The hoss wants to give me a job. I have
heen to see him, and he said that if it were
poszible he would put me on, but that under
the conditions of contract all extra men
engaged must be men on sustenanee, men
taken over from the Government and paid
at sustenance rates.” Men who have becn
working for private employers but are not
oh sustenance cannot get a job anywhera.
The Government will not give them a job
becanse they are not on sustenance, and
the former private emplovers cannot re-
employ them heeanse they have not gone
on sustenance during the time they were
away. I urge upon the Government the
necessity for reconsidering the matter. They
shonld go this far, if they will not go any
further: they should inform every private
employer whose tender for a job has been
accepied that no exception will be taken {2
the extra men he engages if he can satisfv
the Government that he is merely re-
employing men whom he had to dismiss ow-
ing to the depression.  The Government
shonld allow the private emplover to do that
irrespective of whether the men are on sus-
{enance or not. I contend that the present
system is entirely wrong, but if the Gov-
ernment will not go the whole way, they
should at least give the private emplover
the right to re-employ men whom he had tc
put off owing to the depression and wha
have not been on sustenance.

The Minister for Railways: That mears
putting off men on sustenance.

Hon. 5. W, MUNSIE: These men are nob
yvet on susienance. T waant to impress npon
the Government that even now {fhere me
eases where firms have tendered for ard
securerd Government jobs and have not vet
employed any estra men, hut are going to
do sa within the next week or two: there-
fore sustenance men have not yet been pul
on, Tt the Government do not go the who'e
hor and eut out the regulation in question
alfoncther, as they onght to do, surely they
shovld permit the private employer fo re-
em'ov a former emplovee, a trmsted ser-
vant. if the man is ouf of work, Tf the em-
plover says, “I want the right to give that
man a job, hecause I have extra work,” tha

[ASSEMBLY.)

Government ought not to step in and say,
“Yon must not employ him.” Such a pro-
cedure is absolutely eruel.  Unemployed
men in that position have come to my homnwe
to tell me of these things. They have ap-
plied to their former employers, but they
cannot et a job from those employers to-
day. T urge upon the Government the neces
sity for reconsidering that feature of their
poliey, with a view to affording genuine un-
cmployed men a chanee to get a living,
all events.

MR, WITHERS (Bunbury) [5.23]: On
an oceasion such as this, when the Govern-
ment are asking for money to be spent in
various directions, a member feels impelled
to rise for the purpose of ohtaining partieu-
lars as to those directions. Alihough this
debate has occupied more fime than mos!
debates on Supply Bills, the occeasion is one
when prelonged disenssion is wmore justifi-
able than otherwise it would be. Last July
12 months this Chamber disenssed a similar
Bill. The Opposition then warned the Gov-
ernment of the effects of what they were
going to do. A year has gone by, and no
imeprovement has resulted from the expendi-
ture of that moneyv. Certain sugeestions
were made 12 months ngo by members on
this side of the Chamber, not snggestions of
an obstrucfive character, but suggestions in-
tended to help the Government. Those sug-
gestions went wnheeded. I consider that
vemedial snggestions from the Opposition
ongitt to receive consideration from the
Government.  The suggestion made to-day
by the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) for
the appointment of Government rveliel
ofiicers in varions districts was made by me
last year. My suggestion bore no frnit. Tt
had reference more particularly to unem-
ployed outside the metropolitan arca. The
snggestion was not made to the department
concerned, but to the Government direct. [
hive made it a practice to pay a weekly
visit to unemployed who cannot get directly
in touch with the TUnemployment Board in
Perth. As the member for Collie pointed
cut, an application for relief is made (o
the police and then passed on to the local
geverning body. Tt is a case of the horse
simving while the grass grows, There is
a eertain amount of scepticism in the minde
of those who eontrol unemployment relief.
If any suspicion arises, the case is not de-
cided in favour of the nnemploved. This
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means that o fortmight goes hy withou
~nstenanee. Anvther week elapses while in-
quiries are being made as to why sustenance
has not been granted. These delays are due
not to those contrelling unemployment re-
lief, but to the instructions they hme to
observe in granting reliet. [ have reveived
the whmost courtesy trom the departmenr.
and have succcede!l in ohtaining sustenance
for a number of casc~ in my uvwn distrie:.
It is not a matter of exeveising politieal in-
finence, but merely a matier of stating the
facts in each ense. T do not think men-
Lers of Parlisment shonld have to come to
Perth from outlying districts in order o
make represcntations in such eases, My
sergestion of last vear, that an appointee
ot the Government should be stationed at
Bunhury, Collie, and Busselion. was noi
made for the purpose of causing heavier
expenditure. A representative of the Un-
cmployment Board is in my district now in-
vestigating unemployment on the wharves.
The question has become acute. In my dis-
triet theres i 2 considerable munnber of
unemployved, and that number will inerease
on acrount of the lack of shipping at Bun-
bury. At a meeting which T attended in
Funbury nuite recently, there was a larger

number of unemploved than there has heen

for =ome time. The departmental oflicer
who i~ now investignting the position at
Bunbury may quite possibly be vrgently re-
dived to investigate the position at Gerald-
ton or at some other centre. Immediately
he returns to Perth from Bunbury, he may
be required to go seomewhere else for the
purpose of investigation. The fact of that
officer wing the whole Siate, taking the
whole responsibility for each district, and
keeping in tonch with each individual eas:,
rreans that he has nor the necessary oppor-
tunities for dealing with the guestion ade-
yuately.  Moreover, the department are at
the expen~¢ of sending that man from the
wetropolitan area to the various outlying
districls.  There <hould be an appointee in
each district to take the responsibility. I
would o <u {ar as to suggest that the mayor
of the town, or the local governing body,
naight be aflowed to take the responsibility.
The loeal woverning body distributes the
fends granted to it.  However, there might
he a little loeal preference or favour in
cunneciion with the system, and perhaps it
would umt operate to the henefit of the de-
purtizerr. or possibly the department might
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not wholly trust the local body. In my
distriet, for the 1ime heing at least, the
officers of the controlling bodies hinve done
wonderfutly well.  In fact, that remark
applies to the full period of two years; and
1 believe they coull he trusted to make re-
commendations as to whether cases sub-
witted by applieants for relief were genuine
or not, or whether un applicant for relick
should be granted a quola of the amount
he has lost. I can give an instance show-
iz what has been done in vegard te
encouraging men to remain on sustenance.
The case in question is that of 2 man
who was  reeeiving 285, per week by
way of sustenance. Being an active man,
although up in vears, amd haviug o fiuily,
he did net like the idea of heing on susten-
anee. He had, in faet, led o faivly indepen-
dent life. His sustenance allowanee, as 1
have inentioned, was 28s. per week; and he
took a little contract. This contract veturned
hiin the huge amount of 16s. 9d. per week.
He was Hiving on 61 acves of sand that would
not keep more than one milking cow. Tf
he had had at his  disposal the necessary
means of developing the block, it would no
doubt, have assisted him to make a living for
lumself and his fanvily.  That wman has been
informed that having gone off sustenanee
and earned 16s. 94, per week, be is not en-
titled to rveceive any sustenance at all now.
He is not put back on sustenanee, partly be-
eause it i< said that the 61 acres of laml he
has shonld axsist hin to make a living, with
the 16s. 9d. per weck coming in. He has,
in fact, a little more than that amount com-
ter in: hut the cost of oil and petrol brings
his receipts down o that figure. What in-
ducement is there tor that inan to continue
his contract work! Having had soeh an ex-
pericnee with the contract, he will perhap-
he foolish 1f he does not stop it and get back
to the snstenance basis, which will return
him 28=, » week. 1t local ofticers were estab-
lished iu country distriets, they  would he
able to take the position of sueh men inte
vonsiderativn and probably would grant thew
assistanee. | can give many instanees of a
like de-eviption.  Se tar, speakers on the
Oppositiun side of the House have referved
te the maximuin as £3 o week.  The maxi-
muin in the Bunbury distriet lias never heen
that amenut.  Move than one deputation has
waited upon the Mini~ter eontrolling unern-
plovment rvequesting that the maximum in
the distriet shounld be raised to £2 9s., but
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we have not been sueceessful yet. So con-
cerned have the Bunbury people hecome re-
garding this phase, that not only have small
and large deputations been arranged to en-
deavour to rectify the positien, hut a petition
was signed hy most of the prominent
local busingss people and others, urging an
alteration in the existing rates, hecruse it
was realised that Bunbury had heen unjustly
treated through heing kept on the 33s. maxi-
muam, I would have been lackinz in my
duty to my constituents had I awaited for
an opportunity during the Address-in-reply
debate to deal with the subject of unempioy-
ment. On the other hand, T felt bound to
take advantage of the present debate to ask
the Government to grant to the Bunbury
people the same measure of sustenance relief
as is accorded people elsewhere. One ex-
planation of the differentiation is said to he
that the cost of living at Bunbury is less
than in Perth, Fremantle and elsewhere, In
contravention of that assertion, the Bunbury
traders wrote a letter thatl 1 read to the Min-
ister to indieate that the cost of living in
Bunbury was higher than in the mectropoli-
tan area. In those eirenmstances, it will he
seen that the Bunbury people, who are com-
pelled to accept a maximum of 353, a week,
have a distinet grievance.  Then there is
the position of single men who live with
their parents. I had to make a special
Journey to Perth on behalf of one such iu-
dividual, Perhaps it was an instance of ths
prodigal's return; but this man was about
41 vears of age and immediately he placel
his knees under his father’s table, he was
not allowed to draw sustenance. He was
living at home and therefore the responsi-
hility of maintaining his existenee hud to be
accepted by his aged parents. That is to
say, the parcnts were expected fo keep an
additional member of the family out of 14s.
a week, the unit per member being 7.
When T placed the facts hefore the officials
in Perth, they saw that an injustice hal
been done, and granted the man’s applica-
tion, although it had been hefore the depart-
ment for ahout two months. Why should
membhers of Parliament he foreed to take np
such caxses on behalf of their constituents,
and 2o into them with the departma t? Tn
many instances T have seeured satisfactiun
from the department. but it shonld not b2
necessary to go to that estent. T fully ap-
preeiate the fact that the officials cannot g
hevond their instructions, hut steps should
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he taken io overcome these difficulties move
reatdily.  There is another instance of o
single man about 40 years of age who re-
turned to his home. His parents are both
pensioners. That wan, who is a returncd
soldier, cannot secure sustenanee because he
is living at home, and so the old people bave
to help to keep him out of their meagwe
pensions. The Leader of the Opposition
commented on the cost of exeavation work
at Harvey and when he was diseussing the
position, the Minister for Works shook his
head and said that the cost was no higher
than if the work had been done by mechani-
cal exeavators, To one possessing cven
small knowledge of sueh undertakings, ii
must be appavent that the methods adopted
at Myalip and Stonehouse ave neither the
hest nov the cheapest. If the worl is to cosi
extra money, I should like to know whethe:
the added expense is to he passed on to the
men who eventually seleet land that the irri-
gation scheme will affegt, or whether the
community generally is to shoulder the in-
ereased burden, The financial pliase muost he
considered. Tt is not mercly a matter cof
taking men from the towns and plicing thera
in a enmp in the country to carry out work
at 25s. a week, nor is it simply a matter of
making them work. The member for Ger-
aidton (HMon. J. C. Willeaek) spoke abovt
men sweeping the fooipath in front of his
bouse two or three times in a week. The
same position arises in the neighbourhood of
the home of the Minisler for Railways. [
ohjeet to money being spent in sueh direc-
tions. On a former oceasion, lecause I in-
stanced something of the sort in my owan
town, the Bunhury press said that I had
made a personal attack on lhe mayor, That
was quite untrne. I still say that if the
Government spend a large amount in mak-
ing a town the most beautiful in the Stale
or in the world, and that town retures noth-
ing to the State as a resull of the expendi-
ture, T can sec no good in the undertaking.
If men are to worlk, let them know thai they
are doing something of henefit.

The Minister for Works: That is what wo
are doing. -

My, WITHERS: Merely herause the men
know they have got to work, they are work-
ing, but, in the circumstances, who ean
hinme them for not wanting to work? Seme-
thine has heen said ahout no suggestion:z
being made. I will sugzest the re-gradine
of the railways. Work of that deseription
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was undertaken when the member for Ger-
aldton was Minister for Railways, and it
was found heneficial because heavier loads
could he earried. That is work that would
fully justify expenditure of money and em-
ployment of men at full time rates. It
idleness begets idleness, surely work bege:s
wurk,

The Minister for Works: Tell me one job
we are doing that is not reproductive and
that you want stopped.

Mr. WITHERS: What about the local
governing hodies who are putting men on

work sueh as I have referred to? That is°

where the money has heen spent. I know
men must live, but it is the function of Gov-
ernment to govern, not to vequire local
governing bodies to do it for them.

The Minister for Railways: The Labour
Giovernment set the example.

Mr. WITHERS: The (Government have
been degrading themselves by refraining
from governing and getting loeal govern-
ing bodies to do it for them.

The Minister for Railways:
example.

Mr. WITHERS: The Collier Govern-
ment governed and administered the affairs
of the State.

The Minister for Railways: They got
the local authorities to do some of the work,

Mr. WITHERS: They did not. The
local governing bodies have done more for
the eountry than Guvernments—- -

The Minister for Lands: Your own loeal
governing body wanted more money from
the Government.

Mr. WITHERS: And the Governmeni
asked the local autherity to assume their
responsibility,

The Minister for Works: We are not
doing that at all. We are merely allowing
them to make use of sustenance funds.

Mr. Kenneally: You are giving them
the money and are permilting them to pay
under sustenance rates.

Mr. WITHERS: The local governing
hodies are benefitineg by the system and they
are helping the Govermment. It would be
hetter for the Government to sond ot
offieials to e country districts and to at-
tend to their own business, rather than
place the responsibility upon local govern-
ing authorities. I can quote instances of
men who are considerably in arrears with
payments of amounts due by them. Some

You set the
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of those people have been, as they thought,
fortunate in getting a little permanent
work only, to find that at the end of a
couple of months the job terminated. The
Government say to such men that they
cannot revert to sustenance conditions un-
til such time as the money they earned

during those two months or su, has  Dbeen
cut oub at sustenanee rates. They do not

take into consideration the fact that some
of those men have been out of work for
upwards of 18 months. Under the system
laid down, landlords, grocers and everyone
else have te suffer equally with the unem-
ployed. For some considerable time. [
have been urging that drainage work shounld
be undertaken in the (len TJris dstriet,
where floodings have occurred from time
to time. An estimate for the work is about
£6,000.

The Minister for Lands: Do you snggest
the drainage work can be undertaken for
£6,0007

Mr. WITHERS:
board's estimate.

The Minister for Works:
nearer £20,000,

Mr. Panton: But it is o roud hoard es-
timate, not a Government onc.

Mr. WITHERS: Many people have been
established in that area for years. It may
he snggested that they should mnot have
taken up blocks there, hnt at the tiwe of
selection the area was quite safe. Sinee
then, the area has been developed and the
river has heen spagged with the result that
silt has come down and filled up the water
course until at this stage the water +un-
not find its way down the stream. In con-
sequence, flooding has taken place for years
past.

The Minister for Lands: Would it not
be cheaper to buy the land if we have to
spend £20,0007

Mr. WITHERS: That 1s quite possible,
and some of the settlers might be glad to
sell out. At the same time, the area has
heen produetive and the poultry and other
farms to be seen there have justified settle-
ment.  The plan is worthy of consideration.
Tt is constantlv said that there is nc money
for new works. I desire to add my quota
of protest to that of the Leader of the Ou.-
position and others against the action of
the Federal anthorities in establishine a
body to say how not only their money bat
ours shall he spent. T realise that our

That is the road

Tt will cost
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speaking heve to-night will not perhaps
have any effect on the Sapply Bill.
M-, Panton: Don't be pessimisiie.

Mr. WITIIERS: Nor any effect on the
Government’s adopted  policy, becaunse we
vnderstand that the Premier has been told
hy the nuthorities in the Bastern States
ihal we have to do certaln things with cer-
tain money in a certain wny., So appar-
ently we ave bound to continue the poliey
which has been in existence for so long. The
question is, how long ean we do this with-
oul. getiing deeper in the mire. If the
Giovernment are going to continue the
methods of expenditure they have carried
oul Tor the last two wears, T am satisfied
ihat by the cloze of the term of this Par-
liament we shall be in such a morass that
it will be difficult to say what ihe pecple of
Western Australia will be able to do. The
(iovernment should be advised that when
they ask For money to spend under a Sup-
ply Bill, they ought not to have it ear-
marked and controlled by the Federal Par-
liament, and ought not to aceept dietation
as to how they are to spend it

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.48]: I realise
the ereat difficultics the Government are
facine in regard to unemployment, and I do
not think the time inopportine tn sav a
word in tavour of the efforts that have been
put forth. 1 have given some thought to the
subjeet and read o great deal, particularly
in the newspapers of the Eastern States and
New Zealand, ik my conviction tallies with
the siatement already made in the House
that ihnse in distress beeanse of unemploy-
ment freated more  liberally in  this
State than clsewhere. Tt ix the duty of the
Government to give the best consideration
passible to those people, and T hepe that
whataever Government may he in power, that
cunsiderntion will always be vxtended. Some
months ago I was interested in a meeting
of the wnemployed at Mundaring.  They
adopied an attitnde which is not uncommon
when they made it clear that they were
disinelined to receive sustenance unless per-
mitted to work. That vindicates the efforts
of the Minister, who I beliéve was responsible
for the policy that work should be provided
= that those who got it should not suffer
any loss of the spirit of independence. In
this matter there can be little cause for ob-
jeetion; indeed I doubt if there is mueh real
objeriion.  The majority of thosze who re-

ale
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ceive sustenanee are anxious to be permibted
to work for it. Tiue after time we have
heen told that the provision of the dole, as
it is termed in the Old Country, has done a
great deal of harn to those reeeiving it.
At the outset it is aceepted only with keen
regret that eircnmstances should have neces-
sitated it; but it is not very long before
that feeling disappears. The most surpris-
ing thing—had we heen told of it a few
yeurs ago we would not have believed it—is
that in this young country of Australia it
should have heen found necessary at this
stage to provide help for so many people.
But it is gratifying to know that the help
provided by the Government of Western
Australia has been given sympathetieally
and after due consideration. T have a point
to whiech I would draw attention, namely in
regard to those people~and thers is a fair
percentage of them—who, during the course
of years, by the practice of thrift and
economy hnve got together a few pounds.
Those are the people for whom I should like
to say a word in regard to the adoption by
the Government of the policy that unless
sustenance is approved, no Governmen{ work
can be provided. T suggest that in certain
instances eonsideration might be given, and
that caech case should be treated on its
merits. Where o family have succeeded in
saving a few pounds, they should not he de-
prived of work wuntil their last penny has
gone. There are many people who have a
definite disinelination to apply for susten-
ance, and it might mean that when those
people are compelled to accept sustenance
a contradictory aet has been perforined:
they are compelled to ask for sustenance,
and in the provision of it the Government
may take away trom them that feeling of
independence which has supported them in
battling on as long as they can without that
help. I suggest the poliey might be varied
to the extent of piving consideration {o each
case on its merits. i

Mr. Panton: Consideration hy whom?

Mr. SAMPSON : Consideration by the
oflicials, of whom 1 have no complaints
whatever to make. 1 have found the officials
very  considerate, but unfortunately the
inoney available has not been adeguate fo
the necessities. However, following on the
anzlogy drawn by the Attorney General last
night, it there be only a limited quantity of
water it should be handed out fairly. I ask
that the policy of strict limitation of Govern-
ment work to those on sustenance be modi-
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fied. That is really the request I have to put
up and one which I think might justly re-
ceive the consideration of the Government,
This afterncon I gave notice that I will move
in the House that allotments of !and be pro-
vided for approved unemployed in order to
enable them to produce some of their own
requirements. I spoke on this last session,
and 1 still believe it would be a great help.
It may be said by those opposed to it that
there are many people with land who never-
theless have to depend on the Government
for assistance, although not of course to the
same extent as those without Jand have to do.
Tt those with land are not making an effort,
the fanlt is at least partly theirs. I do nog
suggest that sustenance should be imme-
diately withdrawn on the allocation of an
allotment of land, but as progress is made
on the block, so gradually sustenance eould
Le decreased. ’

The CHATRMAN: Is not the hon. mem-
ber anticipating his motion?

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not propose to
speak any further on that matter. T merely
wished to indicate that I think consideration
on those lines would be helpful. I should
like to pay a tribute to the Minister, who I
submif has shown not only human sym-
pathy, but also a knowledge of human
nature. And while the greatest considera-
tion is given hefore sustenance is granted,
when hona fides are proved, the Government
come to the aid of those in distress. DMore
than that, even those in distress would not
ark.  The whole proposition is most diffi-
cult, nand can best be handled by dealing
with it sympathetically, and with private
enterprise assisting to the best of its ability
te bring about an improvement of affairs
as soon as possihle. There has been perhaps
a too ready disposition on the part of the
public to depend on the Government, and
the Government in turn perhaps have been
tco much inclined to interfere with private
enterprise. In this way they have helped
to hring about the disastrous condition of
affairs which exists to-day.

MR, HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [555]: I
Gesire to enter a protest against the eon-
ditions that have been laid down when em-
pioyment is heing made available. Protests
have been made here time and again against
the condition imposed in respect of work
that is to be done by private employers,
namely, that the men muost be on sustenance
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before they can get employment. The bon.
wember who has just sat down laid most of
our difliculties at the door of Government
interference with private employment. Why
did be not condemmn the Government and
recundly eriticise them for that attitude?
He did not do that, but instead he endeav-
oured to extol their work and ronfirm their
ottitude, At a time like this practically
everybodv in the country is appealing to
the Government, yet we have the hon. mem-
ber stating that because of Government in-
terference in private enterprise we have the
existing economic conditions, We know that
iz an eeconomic fallacy. As to the condi-
tion laid down in the tender form that pri-
vote employers must accept men working
on sustenance, it helics the (Fovernment's
avowed principle that private  enterprise
should he left alone. Having regard to the
fact that many private employers do con-
form (o the Arbiiration Court's awards and
pay their employees the prescribed wages,
it is extraordinary that the Government
should say that the private employers must
accept susienance men and muost not be
permitted to engage experienced emplovees
who are not on sustenance. Unemplovment
is a paramount question in all communi-
ties to-day, and therefore Parliament ean
give consideration to no more important a
sphject than that we have been discussing
Lor the past two evenings. The workers of
this country have had a very difficuls
period in the past two or three vears.
Take the single men in Blackbay Camp.
T saw men there who were practically with-
out shirts to their baeks. Their condition
vas deplorahle. There i an abundance of
clothing in the world, but those men had
to go short hernuse of the breakdown of the
monctary system, the medimn of exchange.
The Minister should not have reduced the
allowance paid to the men in eamp, because
that prevented them from getting clothing.
The amount paid to them wes reduced fom
3s. to 1s. a week, and those who smoke or
spend money for postage stamps have no
chanee of saving up to buy clothing, I urge
the liimister to  eonsider inercasing the
amount so that the inmates of the camp may
get clothing, .\ propesition waz made fo
the Unemployment Board that mors work
should he given to the men in Blarkboy
Camp in order that they might he able to
earn the money to buy clothing, but the
board replied that they could not see any



16

prospect of the wen getting any work at all.
I understand there are about 280 men still
in Blackboy Camp. Many of them are get-
ting on in years, and some arve nol now
capable of doing the hard nuvvving work
that is being undertaken in  the eountry.
The Minister should consider granting a lit-
tle extra assistance to them, at lTeast, in order
that they might buy clothing. There is no
doubt that the problem of unemploviment
wil! be with us for many years, Tt is part
and parcel of the economic system. So long
as the capitalistie system is retained, so long
will unemployment prevail, We are doing
our utmost to Improve the conditions of the
workers, bui I complain that the Govern-
ment have strennously opposed proposals
made from time to time for the reorganisa-
tion of the eeomomie system. Many of the
principles they opposed 12 months or two
years age ave now being enunciated by some
of their leaders. My, Bruce, the Leader of
the Federal Nationalist Party, who is vepve-
senttor Australia at Oftawa, now says it
would be disastrous to the country if the
living and wage standards were further re-
duced. The Government have gone far
enough in the direction of making redue-
tions. [ am opposed to the suggestion made
hy the leading paper that a wage of £3 per
week should be fixed for all relief work.
When the wages of the cmployees of that
newspaper were reduced, the company did
not reduce the price of the paper to the pub-
lie. Yet thev still advocate a reduction of
wages for Government emplovees and still
further economies in Government expendi-
ture. The dividends paid by the compauy
in rreent years have been fairvly substantial,
hut still the price of the puper is not re-
dured.  The difficulties now prevailing in
Auscralia are due fo the adoption of the plan
cnunciated hy Sir Otfo Niemever two years
ugo. We ure in a state of economie con-
Fusion, and it is impossible to determine
from month to month what is likely to hap-
pen. The Attorney General last evening
spoke of his solicitude for the nnder-dog,
but I have yet to learn that the Attorney
Greneral or the party to which he belongs
has done unvthing to improve the condition
of the workers. The workers have had to
fight for veduced lours, improved conditions
and a fair share of the products of industry,
but the party to which the Aftornev General
bheloag: has nut assisted them.
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The Minister for Works: Give us a defini-
tion of “worker.”

AMe. HEGNEY:  Ac one time it was a
crime to form a trade union, aud the strong-
est opposition to the movement came from
the party from which the Natioualist Party
is descended. Considering the large number
of unemployed, it is remarkable, in view of
the deplovable gondition to whieh they have
been reduced, that they remain as quiet as
they are, especially as they know that there
is an abundance of the necessaries of life
of which they stand in need. There has
heen an agitation to get the Arbitration Act
amended in order that the Federal basie wage
might be made applicable to all the States.
That would mean a substantial reduction of
the wage fixed by the State court. Tt seems
to be the poliey of Governmeunts te get Lhe
wage fixed at not more than £3 per weck.
That is the aim of the Employers’ Federa-
tion and of their representatives in the Arbi-
tration Court. If fhe workers are deprived
of their purchasing power and of the neces-
saries of life, stagnation of industry is in-
evitable. Until the large army of workless
can be restored to  full-time employment
and  cnabled to  purchase the neeces-
savies of life, the existing difficulties will
continue.  Workers are being harassed 1u
respeet to homes being purchased. Many
men still owe £100 or £200 of the purchase
price of their homes, and although they are
meeting  interest payments hy depriving
themselves of food, they are being threai-
encd with evietion. This sort of thing is
tairly general. Last night the Minister for
Works, in replying to eriticism of his alti-
tude towards the proposed amendment of
the Main Roads Act, stated that I was pre.
sent at a eonfevence of road boards when
the amendment was agreed to. The matte:
was discussed at a mecting of the Belmont
Road Board, and they invited representu-
tives of olher road hoards interested in the
construction of a bridge across the Swan to
meet them. Varions propesals werc made.
It was preposed that portion of the traffic
fees should be eapitalised and that a toil
should be levied upon traffic using the
bridge. T was not invited to the conference,
but subsequently I was asked to arrange for
» deputation to the Minister. I wrote to the
Alinister and on the following day, the Press
announced that the Minister intended to
meet representatives of the road boards.
Previons fo that he had said it was intended
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to construet a bridge and had propeunded
the method of financing it. I had nothing
to do with the question, nor was I present
when the matter was discussed. Tt is true
I was in the Minister’s office when he invitel
the road hoard representatives to discuss the
site, but on the question of financing the
scheme, I had no say. When ecriticism was
levelled again=t the Minister on the ground
that he was wremitlarly spending the wmoney.
it was not fair of him to connect me with
the matter.

The Minister for Works:
tember of the deputation.
Mr. HEGNEY : Yes,

The Minister for Works:
suid in the (‘hamber,

Mr, HEGNEY: I was a member of ih:
deputation tu dixcuss the question of the
bridge site.

The Minister for Works:
how the money was to be raised.

Mr. HEGNEY : I had no say in that mat-
ter; T took no part in the discussion. When
the Bill is introduced I shall support an
amendment along those lines. The membe:
for Swan (Myr, Samps=on) raised the ques-
fion of providing allotwents for men. That
might he a feasible propostition, but it would
take a long time to solve our present difficnl-
ties by such means. I know many workers
who have taken up small areas adjacent fo
the towns in which they live in the hope of
improving their stafus and supplementing
their income, but I am afraid they have not
heen suecessfil.

You were a

That is what !
Do you deny it?

T explaied

Sitting suspended from (.15 to 7.30 p.w.

Mr. HEGNEY: T know of many workers
on  small allotments in the metropolitan
area, but because of the diffienlties nnder
whieh thex have to live thev are not able
in develop the blocks. Muost of them dwell
in improvired huts or camps as they ecan-
not pay tke town rents. Their position iz
precarious. Those who have small families
and have arcopted part-time employment in
the country have great difficulty in making
ends meet. They have to leave their fami-
lies in tent= and buts with scarcely any
protectinzt.  They have protested against
heing singled out and foreed fto go away ¢n
less than the hasic wage. The mandate has
wone Fforth that fhey have to accept that
employment or bhe deprived of sustenance.
That is not a solution of the problem. The
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workers aund the farmers bave borne the
brunt of the situation. The banks have not
performed their part as it was alleged they
would do under the amending legislation.
The wages of the workers have been forced
down almost to the lowest ebb, but the in-
terest rates through whieh the banks derive
their large profits have not been reduced,
The Premiers, many of them, were not satis-
fied with the efforts put forth by the banks,
and wanted an ingniry made to see how
fur the banks had earvied out their portion
of the Plan. The unemployed weanwhile
have heen forced to accept sustenance, and
snch conditions s are offering. We find
the farmers at the Primary Producers’ Con-
ference discussing ways and means of abol-
ishing present-day conditions with a view
io improving their own lot, Reference has
been made to those men who have been out
of work for long periods. TUnfortunately
for those people they eannot participate in
any Government work that is available if
there are.in the family people bringing in
sufficient revenue to put them on the 7s.
a week basis. They are likely to remain
ont of work for a long time yet. No doubt
the Government are anxious to relieve the
expenditure on nnemployment. They want
to get the men off sustenance and on to anyv
kind of work. Unemplovment is a world-
wide problem. Much is expected from the
Ottawa confercnee and the other conference
recently held in Lansanne, but to date not
nuch has emanated from either. The out-
Jeok 15 not a hopeful one. Because the
monetary system is at fault, those who are
profducing the wealth of the ecountry, the
workers, are condemned to & bare existence,
Recently in Canada the farmers and the
labour organisations came together to con-
sider the problems confronting them. They
came to the conclusion that until there was
produetion for use and not for profit there
would be no equitable distribution of this
world’s goods. Tf that eould be brought
about, conditions generally would be im-
measurably improved. We are a long way,
however, from that ideal. Qor farmers and
workers are on much the same level. They
are part and parcel of the system and are
experiencing great difficulties. I hope when
the next Premiers’ Conference and the next
weeting of the Loan Council are held, the
Leader of the Government will do the ut-
most he can for the relief of the wnemploved
in this State.
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MISS5 HOLMAN (Forrest) [7.40]: 1
owe a duty to my constitutents to touch
briefly upon the question of upemployment.
Throughout this debate we have heen seek-
ing information. Some of us have sought
it for weeks past in connection with various
phases of the matter. All that we get from
the daily press is the remark that the de-
bate is full of abuse and signifies nothing
but an enormous waste of time. In this
morning’s leading article it is stated that
not one constructive thought had been ad-
vaneed during the debate from this side of
the House. We are doing our hest to give
constroctive thought to the question, to do
what we ean for our people, Much has
been said in the newspapers about the
number of persons who are being taken
into employment. I am sure that the un-
employed themselves are wondering whether
they are dreaming they are employed when
they read all this about getting back to
work. The Government seem to think that
becanse these people are getting a small
amount of money or rations, they are being
employed. T ecall that denying them the
rizht to live decently in this wonderful
State. Some people have a hard task to
get any money at all. At the best it is
only a miserable allowance that is given to
them, and most of them arve sick at heart
bhefore it 1s granted. The timber industry
is suffering more than any other. The
Forrest clectorate used to he a thriving
one, with mills here and nmills there em-
ploying hundreds of people. Tt is now al-
most down and ount. To-dav I received a
letter from Nanga Brook saving that the
mill had acain elosed down. It was closed
down on the 10th Fehmavy after a few
weeks, opened sgain in the middle of June,
and is now agnin closed.  The Mornington
mill worked for a few weeks but is now
shorteniny hands. Last weck 19 men were
put off and the bush is not beinz worked
to its full capacity. The only mills that
are continuing are the State mills where
the inen are working part time. This
proves that the South-West is suffering
greasi disabilities. We have nothing to
thank anyone for. The relief rates that are
being paid in connection with forestry work
are not sufficient to employ everyone.
Many people can get nothing at all. I refer
particalarlx to units over the age of 14,
Reeenlly an allowance was made in some
cases for one unit over that age. Dut in
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the great majority of cases where there are
children over the age of 14 years, those
children eat up the food that has been al-
lowed, on the lowest possible margin of 7s.
per unit per week, for the younger mem-
bers and the parents of the family, We
know that there are in this State a few
ecamps where single men are gefting 25s,
2d. per week for their work. There is not
a man in the South-West who does not
want work. There is not a man in the
South-West who is not willing to work for
anything he gets, who would not rather
work than take what he considers charity
—1 do not consider it charity. Tn the good
times these people did their best to keep
the State moing; they did their work, and
met their obligations. Tn these bad times,
when they ecan no longer do that, it is not
charity for the State to allow them 7s. or
thereabouts per week to feed them. I con-
sider that we are entitled to a little more
expedition in dealing with ecases. I have
heard other members say here to-day and
vesterday and the day before that they
were quite satisfied with the courtesy they
reccived from the departments concerned.
I. too, am quite satisfied with their courtesy.
I am sure the departmental officials do
evervthing they possibly can %o help: bat
in many eases what they ean do to help is
not nearly enocugh, and moreover iz too
long delaved.

Alr. Rapbael:
stomachs.

Mr. Panton: Tt s the only thing the
officials have to give.

Miss HOLMAN: Courtesy does nol
feed. T said T was quite satisfied with the
conrtesy of the two departmentis. Now,
there is the office in Barrack-street., and
there is the Minister in the old post office
building, and there is the office in Mavnuis-
streef, and in addition there is the Messen-
gers’ Burean; and between the lot of them
we meet with terrific delays in obtaining
what the people ask for. Tven when we
et what we apply for, the people for
whom we apply meet with additional de-
lavs in receiving their notiece. T mention
the delays particularly again. The Min-
ister is as much fo blame in econnec-
tion with these delays as anyone else
is. We had a deputation to the Minis-
ter for Unemployinent Relief yesterday
three weeks, on the 27th July—a very laree
aeputation, including the member for Colli-

Courtesy does not 6l
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{Mr. A. Wilson), the mewmber for Bunbury
{ Mr. Withers), the wmember for Sussex (M.
Barnard), the member for Murray-Welling-
ton {Mry. MelLarty), u union organiser, n
consul for a foreign country, and a union
secretary; amd with it all we have not vet
received an anzwer. I do not know whether
the Minister concerned intends to follow the
example of another Minister and answer us
from the floor of ihe House, but T would
like the Governmnent to know that we do not
take deputations just for the sake of taking
them, or just for the sake of seeing our
names in print. We want an answer sonmw
titne or other. We go to the Minister and
ask him about certain things. We have
letters £rom our constituents, and interviews
with our coustifuents. We are approached
Ly people whu are hungry, who want satis-
faction, want allowances ov consideration in
some forin or uther; and we want an answer
io give to those people. Ii is three wocks
vesterdey since we had that deputation to
the Minister, and there has been no reply
yet. 1 submit that we are entitled to an
answer. 1 for one would like the Minister
to give us an answer in regarvd to that depu-
tation as soon as possible.  Amongst the
things we usgked for was that there shonld be
less centralisation. An hon. member to-dax
mentioned that people in the country are
at a distinct disadvantage when asking fo-
relicf. That is the faet. I mentioned th2
Nanga Brook mill, which elosed on the 10th
Febhruary, baving had a long Christmas
holiday, and having worked for ounly a
couple of werks or so when it did staet.
Now, men who work on timber mills in this
eountry are not overpaid. {enerally thev
have large families. In the caze of Nanga
Brook. there had heen single men oun that
mill vut of work for months and months,
kept and {fed by their families at the ex-
pense of the other memhers of the families.
For those stngle men no sustenance could
he obtained, because certain members of ths
Tamily were working. When the mill elosed
down those single men had nothing, and ths
families that had been keeping them up to
then had nothing.  Although the mill closed
on the 10th February and applications fo-
assistance were made as speedily as possible,
it was nof until practically the middle of
May that those men got the sustenance tu
which they were entitled. When the Min-
ister for Lands and I visited Nanga Brook
in the beginniug of April, our attention wa-
drawn to the case of one family—man and
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wife, and tluee children under the awe of
cight years, one of them ounly a few months
old. For this little one special food, Laeto-
gen or some such food, had to be bought at
a cost varving from G: dd. to Gs. 94, per
week.  And that family was receiving the
wuniticent sum of 21s. per week for five f
them! Out of the 21s. just about one-third
had to be spent on patent food for the baby.
That wa= one case,  On the 3th April [
visited the oflice of the Uncnployment Board
and pointed out that this family, like others,
wis not getting ordinary, proper sustenanev.
I visited the department =cveral fines in eon-
reetion with this particular ¢ase, and was
1old some time afterwards that an amount
of 30s. per week had been approved of as
Trom the 7th April. Naturally T wrote down
and told the people. Indeed, I think I tele-
eraphed, because the case was so importausr,
that the extra money had heen approved.
To mv wire I reeeived a reply that they
knew nothing about it, and that the money
wns not being paid. It was not until the
middle of May that this family got the
proper amount of sustenance.  And other
families at Nanga Brook were in a similar
position. Tt was months and months after
the single men were fivst mentioned to the
Minister that they received any assistanee.
L asked the Minister myself whether le
wanted the people in the bush fo come to
town to get faster treatment.

Mr. Withers: The Government started
when the men eame down,

Miss HOLMAN: Sowme of them came
dawn, but the majority staved on the mill-.
In veturn for their staving in their own
places, the Minister has heen sending tov
Jarce a  proportion of unemployed eity
dwellers into the eountry to take awayx
the jobs. On some work hetween Perth
gud  Pinjarra, where nearly 100 wmen
were employed, only two men from the
district found jobs. Other cuses almost
as  had  could De mentioned. We do
not want anvihing unreasonable, nor d:
we want our remarks, in this terrible posi-
tion of unemplovment that is striking
i the very vonts of our country, o be ehar-
acterised as het air and waste of money.
They might represent wasle of money to
thoze who are not interested, hut this dis-
cussion does not appear as waste of time
or money to us. We feel that the single
men could be treated better. The posi-
tion as vegards the single man is this:
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1f he goes into a camp, he of course
gets his 25s. per week. If he stays at home
with his family, his father may be allowed
7s. for one unit over 14 years of age, or he
may not be allowed anything. Certainly not
more than one such unit iz allowed for. If
the single man getting a little bit of sus-
tenance finds a job, say two days’ work in
ope week, returning him £1, he has fo re-
port that fact to the police and declare him-
self off sustenance. Then he is lucky if he
can get on sustenance again in another six
weeks. He has to live on that carned money
until the department make all their inves-
tigations all over again, Tske my own dis-
trict for an example. There iz a police con-
stable in Dwellingup. I have no road hoards
in my distriet with the exception of Donny-
brook. The Pinjarra and Drakeshrook Road
Boards cover part of my electorate, and the
Harvey and Marradong Road Boards ecover
other little bits, At this end of my elec-
torate T bave no road boards, and no head
cifices of rosd boards. As T mentioned, T
have one police officer in Dwellingup. Now,
this police officer has to inquire into every
applieation for assistance made in the whole
of the surrounding distriet. Wuraming, for
instance, is 17 miles from Dwellingup.
People do not apply for sustenance nntil
tiiey have nothing; they know they have
to beeome panpers hefore they ean receive
any assistance. They know that as long
as they have anything af all they cannot
wet sustenance. So they wait until they
are zholutely down and ont before apply-
ing. Then they have to apply to the police
offeer at Dwellingup. From Nanga Brook
there is no vailway service and not even a car
service to Dwellingup. The distance is nine
miles over the hills. The people of Nanga
Brool, to put in their applications for assist-
ance, had to walk to Dwellingup, nine miles
over the hills and nine miles hack. At first
they had to make that jowrney in order to
met their ration orders. When we had the
deputation to the Minister I mentioned this
fact, and he said, “Oh, T bhelieve people go
hikinz pine miles”” Yes, hiking for plea-
sure, nfter having perhaps had work all the
week. and having had good food, heing ahle
to buy good food. A man who is applying
for a-sistance, and waiting for assistanee,
verv often has not sulficient food to ecarry
him over two davs a week. There is no
credit in the bush, I would have Ministers
know. When there is no work, there is no
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credit, vr very little credit. Now the Nangn
Brook men are out of work again, and T
want no delay on this ocecasion. Those
people have worked only seven weeks this
vear, and they have had to put in apph-
eations for sustenance again, On their
application forms they have had to state
how much they earned. In view of the small
amounts given for sustenance and relief, it
mny seem a lot when a man says that he
kas earned £21 in the last seven weeks. But
£21 does not go very far when people have
been out of work, when they have to keep
theinzelves and to buy a little clothing. Last
vear the people of Western Australia
assisted the distressed people in the coun-
try districts in a great many direetions.
But this year there is not so muel assistance
available. Everyone is feeling the pinch
now. All second-hand elothing and that -
whieh iz of no further use to the owner, has
been given away, and there are not the same
resources this year from which supplies ean
he drawn. Iven the sewing circles are not
ahle to give as much assistance as formerly.
People living in the bush require elothing,
shoes and bedding. Children cannot go to
school, in many instances, because they have
nobt suflicient clothing. 1 have seen them
sleeping under bags. Some people may say
that hags arve warmer than newspapers to
sleep under, but personally I prefer bedding
to bags. The member for Collie (Mr. Wil-
son) and others mentioned that people on
the land were suffering considerably, and I
can endorse the statements. 1 know ot in-
stanees ot people who have been aliowed £1
n week, heing in absolute poverty, and not
able to feed themselves. Some of them own
a little land and, with £1 a week only at their
disposal, cannot do auything with it. They
cannot do any feneing, nor ean they pur-
chase manures or sced. They rcan neither
feed nor clothe themselves, If the Govern-
ment were really desirons of helping them,
they would make available such assistanee as
wounld enable them to develop their proper-
ties and Teed and clothe themselves, 1 know
of one man in the bush who is a registered
bee-keeper. He has a number of hives but
he has not seeured any return from them for
over 12 months. His position is partly due
to the fact that the Forests Department have
allowed to he taken out gums, the flowers of
which were necessary for the bees to feed on.
That man eannot seceure any assistance be-
causec the department claim he is in receipt
of an income from his bees. He has not had
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any income from them. Until that man gets
rid of his bees and makes himself absolutely
destitute by throwing away what he has
worked up over a period of years, he will be
without any assistance from the department.

Mr. Kenneally: That is characteristic of
the whale 13 business.

Hon. P, Collier: Not “bee.”

Miss HOLMAN : The deputation 1 previ-
ously mentioned discussed the position of
single men who were given 7s. a week; we
appealed for sustenance for children over
14 years of age, and drew attention to the
position of 23 men who were unemployed at
Holyoske. We also suggested a definite
plan regarding firewood supplies. We have
nothing to tell our people, beeause we have
received no reply whatever to our repre-
sentations. The people in the country dis-
triets suffer many disadvantages compared
with those in the eity,

The Minister for Lands: We will have to
form a eountry party to look after country
interests only.

Miss HOLMAN: The Labour Party will
do for the country.

Mvr. Millington:
geography.

Hon. P. Collier: The Minister’s Country
Party are organising against the National-
ists,

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hon. P. Collicr: They will be fighting
cach other next election.

Several mnembers interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T
hon. members to keep order.

Miss IOLMAN: To indicate another dis-
advantage of life in the country distriets, I
know of children in my electorate who have
won scholarships enfitling them to attend the
Bunbury High School. A good education is
a great asset for a ehild, and the State has
always gone to some pains to provide
adequate educational facilities for those able
to take advantage of them. As a result of
examinations, children attending ecountry
schools have gained scholarships entitling
them to a bhigh school education, but have
not been able to avail themselves of the
privilege. Their parents have not been able
to afford to send them to the High School
at Bunbury. I will quote another instance
and I will admit that it is an exireme one.
It will indicate to what extent departmental
delays affect people in the country districts.
I asked the department fo provide pre-
natal assistance for a mether. I under-

It is all a matter of

must ask
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stood that, in certain instances, allow-
ances were provided for mothers to enable
them to purchase milk to gain extra
nourishment. T was told that such a course
was nat adopted, but when I gave a number
of instanees in which it had been done, 1
was told that the assistance might be made
available. T pressed for the pavment of the
money. A month elapsed. I was still press-
ing for the money to be paid. Then I re-
ceived a letter from the department asking
for a medieal certificate as to the woman’s
eondition, By that time the new baby was
a fortnight old. Yet the department was
still considering an application for pre-natal
nssiztance! I was annoyed, but I thought
that the mother would receive an extra al-
lowance of at least 7s5. a week, but that was
not fo be. The baby was hornt on the l4th
April; and on or about the 23zd April T was
asked to procure the medical certificate. Tl-
timately the exira 7s. allowance was made
available as from the 30th May! That was
not so bad for the department, which is
usually good at delaying matters.

Mr. Panton: Perhaps thex were waiting
for the child to cut its tecth,

Miss HOLMAN: More hkely they were
waiting for it to come to Perth to tell them
it had heen born. I will not labour the posi-
tion, but I want to make it clear that we
desire replies to our requests and where our
applications are to be agreed to, we want
effect given straight away. TUntil recently,
at any rate, people would receive notices
that certain amounts would be made avail-
able. I would wire to the constitvents con-
cerned accordingly, and then T would receive
letters saving that they had not been able
to get the money. Then I would have to
go and see the department and get the mat-
ters fixed up. There is another annoying
phase. If the payment of an amount is ap-
proved as from a certain date and the money
is not received by the person to whom it was
to be made available, that payment goes by
the board. It is not paid retrospectively.
There seems to be this delay in Perth to
enahle the Department to save a few shil-
lings. We do not want that sort of treat-
ment. The Miuister for Works told us last
night how mmch money had been spent by
his department and how many engineers and
men were working, What he disclosed may
have been all right from the Minister's point
of view, but I have had some experience of
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the working of hiz departmental officials
that is not very favourable to them.

Mr. Raphael: He did not convinee even
himself.

Miss. HOLMAN: The “West Australian”
seemed to think that he convinced everyone.

M. Marshall: T think some reporters are
very mueh overpaid at £3 a week.

Hon. P, Collier: Don’t blame the repoit-
ers; hlame the paper!

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
diseussing reporters.

Miss HOLMAXN : In the matter I wish to
ventilate, I do mot blame the Government
becanse, immediately the facts were brought
under the notice of the Acting Premier, he
had the matter rectified. In the meantime,
however, people had been living in a pool
of water for more than a week. The whole
of the occupants of a ecamp had been shifted
from Ludlow to this side of Brunswick.
Last night the Minister read a list of en-
gineers und officers engaged on work in his
department, and T have no hesitation in say-
ing that whoever was responsible for the
camp this side of Brunswiek, cannot in my
opinion, justify his ¢laim to the title of
either engineer or officer. The whole of the
people in the camp had 24 hours’ notice to
move from Ludlow to Brunswick.  They
were piled into a train and arrived at Bruns-
wick late in the afternoon. When they
reached their destination, nothing was ready
for them. A large number of them had to
sleep in an open hail on a cement floor. It
was raining heavily at the time. Men were
still waiting at 9.30 p.m. to get bedding and
clothing sorted ouf for their wives and chil-
dren so that the latter could go to sleep.
There were 41 children altogether in the
eamp. There was one family of nine and
the father took possession of a house and
placed his family there. I do not blame him.
The remaining 32 c¢hildren had to sleep in
the open hall on the cement floor. On the
following day-—it was a Friday— the people
were ordered to move, and they had to spend
the day in building camps. Then they had
to sit up all night waiting for the tents and
camps to blow down. By Sunday most of
them had been blown down, and they had to
be rebuilt or re-set up. On the Monday, the

We are not

men asked that the camp should bhe
shifted from that site. It was a clay
plain and was full of water. At

every step, water oozed up through the
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ground. To give the Committee some indi-
cation of how bad the conditions were in
that feld, I will inform them that it was
a block shown to the Minister for Lands
as good summer land, and as furnishing evi-
denee of how the area retained moisture in
summer. Yet the departmental officials put
those people on that field in the depth of
winter.

Mr. Kenneslly: Perhaps that was where
the Attorney General launched his boat.

Miss HOLMAN : The reason the men were
puk there was that the water was laid on.
I will admit that the water was there. It
was everywhere that one could see. They
had a 5-ft. drvain there, and it was carrying
4 fect of water after two days of rain.
Yet the people had to walk a quarter of a
:ile and earry buckets across to where the
water was laid on. They asked to be re-
moved, but they did not get any satisfae-
tion. I may say that the first load of furni-
ture to go into the place was bogged, so
there was no excuse; everyone knew what
the place was like. On the Tuesday I went
down, and I spent the whole of Wednesday
in the camp. I found there a big bare field
with a few old ring-barked trees. The eon-
veniences were of the most primitive. The
very sewage could not be buried deep
encugh, but would come floating np again
i the water. The floors of the tents were
so wet that gravel with which to cover them
was carted six miles, There were no bushes
bandy, so branches of trees were bronght
from miles away in order to make break-
winds. The women had to use bits of wire
and ropes to strengthen the tents and keep
them in position. While T was there the
cattle were eating the breakwinds. I am
not blaming the ecattle for that, but I do
wish to show the way the money was wasted
ir bringing truek loads of gwm branches
from miles away to make breakwinds for
the enmp. Tn the same way the monev was
wasted in bringing gravel for six miles in
order to cover the floors of the tents. That
gravel was piled up in heaps in front of
each tent, and the men had to earry it in
in buckets. Think of what could have been
done with the money thus wasted if only
some inquiry had been made before the
people were put there. I took photographs
of the camp, showing the water around and
inside the tents. For even after the gravel
was put down the water seeped up through
it, The women were wetfooted all day, and
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children liad to be kept in bed in order to
remain dry. Indeed some of the children
had to sleep with their parents because not
tke whole of the tent could be kept dry.
New fivs were asked for and lessian was
brought along and wsed as flys over the
tents, b it thin as to e use-
loss, aud the rain rvan rvight through it.
In the cod they shifted that camp.
I eame back to town and complained to the
Deputy Premier, who saw the Minister for
Works, and, as I say, the camp was shified.
Now they have taken the children to a site
five miles away from the nearest school, and
50 they cannot attend school. The tents were
all old, yet cach family had to pay 6d. for
the bedroom tent and Is. each for the other
tents. Men without wives had a single tent
vach, but the water was through and all
around them. I never saw such a place. It
would he n good fleld in which to keep frogs
or grow water lilies, but T do not know of
any other use for it. It shows how some
money has heen wasted by the Public Works
Department. The people in that eamp had
heen living in other camps for about 18
mnonths, so they did not complain easily.
They dicd not want anything extraordinary.
Because of the wet weather when they went
{0 this coup they were not able to work, and
those with insuilicient money to cover their
allowance for the week had to go short.
About three of them had enough to their
vredit Lor the week, but the rest had not.
Piece work has been referred to, but I say
it is not altogether pieee work. In many
cases 1t is task work. People in the Forests
Department ballot for blocks. In some cases
there i~ no hallot, and the block is just given
to a person. T am informed that whereas in
some cases 12 acres were given to two men
io end in o fortnight, in other cases 88 aeres
of the ~ame elass of country were given to
1wo men to eut in a month, and the bloek
has te he eut for the allowance, no matter
how long it takex. Some men are not used
tn axe work. and allowance should be made
for thein. In onc mill centre all except four
or five are on the relief amount of pay. T
do not know why thaose four or five are nunt
wiven an opportunity to earn money. Some
of them have worked for their living all their
lives, and why they should be barred from
wetting the extra relief, I do not know. As
I said before, the mills have had a very hard
time. Af Jarrahdale, for instance, the milt
has vot been opened for a couple of years.
During the time the mill has been closed the
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men have been on relief rates for only a very
short period. In another part of the South-
West, down in the Sussex electorate, the men
have had three months’ relief rate in 28
months. Those men are working hard and
wearing out their clothes and boots. When
they get their money and have to replenish
their stocks, they are taking the food out of
their ¢hildren’s mouths by doing so. Yet in
this wintry weather they cannot be expected
to ga ont there in the same old rags, for oh-
viously after a couple of years their ward-
robes are becoming very slender indeed. I
strongly resent the statement that we on this
side are talking hot air and rubbish, and
wasting time and money. This matier is most
important to us. All we want is considera-
tion and information. We are entitled to
that. I do not propose to delay the House
any longer, although there 15 a great deal
more I could say, and I have bundreds of
letters which I could read. Oi the several
cases 1 have mentioned only one is an
isolated case. T hope that before the debate
closes Ministers will give us more informa-
tion, that they will not try to set themselves
up as tin gods and merely throw to us lists
of figures showing how many persons arve
employed. We know, of course, that they ave
not employed at all, it are merely working
out their sustenunce. A lot more could be
done than is heing done. We do not wish to
criticise unfairly. Al that we want i3
Jjustice, and if it will do any good I am pre-
pared to talk until we get it.

Mr. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [8.27]:
After listening to the Attorney General and
the Minister for Works putting quotations
hetore the House, I feel that they call for
repudiation in the strongest terms-by those
who know the conditions as they are, anl
who represent the people heing downtrodden
by the present CGovernment. The funny
little story the \ttorney General used as au
analogy last cvening ealls for the strongest
eriticism. It was utterly ridiculous For the
Attorney General fo suggest that the unem-
ploved were merely a few eastaways drift-
ing in a beat in want of water. It must be
realized that this country is producing many
fimes the quantity of ¢ommodities neeessary
to the keeping together of the human body,
so it is absord for the Attorney General to
sugrgest that a drop of water is all that is
wanted. Western Australia to-day is ex-
porting many times her requirements, and
to suggest that we are reduced to half a



124

dozen enpfuls of water is ridiculons. The
Minister for Works offered a reply to the
varions deputations that have waited upou
him and upon the Premier, The Labour
Party, who took those deputations along,
carefully ascertained the facts hefore going
to the Minister. The Minister was afraid o
1eply to those people, but he came here and
made a statement which 1 ¢luim to have heen
false. He gave (he lie diveet to the men
who bad stated their ¢onditions there. But
it would have becn more wmanly if the Mic-
ister had veplied to the deputation when
they waited on him.  Frequently have 1
gone to differeni works and investigated the
conditions under which the men ave living.
The men in the Harvey camps are provided
with eooking places, hut for the men on the
roads and on part time no such provision ix
made. We have the assurance from the Pre-
mier, throngh the agency of the Press, whica
so persistently booms and ceulogises him,
that the hospital tax will be raised to 6d.
in the near future. Perhaps the pavment of
£1 over sustenance is a scheme introducet

by the Government to raise money for them-

selves. T am not going to join with other
members of the Opposition in criticism of
the Federal Government for their action in
imposing a check upon the State Govern-
ment. [ would rvather pruise the Federal
Government for their loresight in renlizine
that, bat Tor their preeautions, (he State
Croverument might make a bigger mess of
spending ibe money than they have done n
the past. There is no doubt that the lessm
was Jearned by the Tederal Governmernt
{ronn Mr. Hill, of South Australia. whe onen
belonged to our ranks, but has now wone to
another party.  Mr. 1HI bas been under the
cuidance of a hoavd and has not been
allowed to think for bimself. The Federal
Government have realised that the minds of
onr Ministers run alone somewhat similav
lines and  have appainted  Sir  Charles
Nathan and Mr. Faw to prevent a repefition
of the mistnkes made in the past. T have
had to deal wilh many of the men who have
come  from the wroup settlements, men
broken-hearted and in distressing  cireun-
stances. T have had to represent their cases
tu the Unempleyment Board and have evea
rone to the Minister. Yet members of the
Country Pavly say that settlers who have
left their holdings should not be entitled to
consideration. T have seen details of the
returns ohfained fromr some of those hold-
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ings. LEvidently the Government expeeted
the settlors to keep a wife and family on £1
a week. I should like Ministers to try fo
keep their families on £1 a week.  They
would starve on it.  The Govermment, iz
effect, say that if the men will not aeeepr
the £1. a weck over sustenance, they will nog
he dirveetly penalised. The Minister for
Works told us last evening that the men
were satisfied, A demonstrafion of 7,000
men on the Esplanade unanimously eon-
demned the proposal, and yet the Minister
tells us that the unemployed ave accepting
the conditions laid down without protest.

The Minister for Works: Five hundred
accepted on the following day.

AMr. RAPHAEL: Only becanse the Gov-
ernnient have threatened to starve the women
and childrven: otherwise the men wonld not
have aceeptedl the conditions. In Vietoria
Park about 830 men arve registered and thev
have asked me whether, in the event of their
refusing to aceept the ennditions, the Gov-
ernment would bhe likefv ta carry out their
threal and leave the women and ehildren to
starve. Anyuane who would treat the women
and children in rthat way is no man at all.
Many of the uncuploved uve objecting to
country work whirh involves living in a tent
hecause they are net physically fit to do it.
Last week the Minister was informed of an
old man who had heen forced to go to the
country and had died from ihe effcets of
being compelled by the gunger to do more
than he was capable of doing. The Minister
does not deny that. The Government have
adopted the poliey that all men, no matter
what their trade or ealling, must aeeept work
in the country. Yet thev expeet to  get
efficient work frown them. They are certainly
tuking steps to try to get results. They bhave
put inte operation the picrework system—
as rotten o system a= was  adopted.
Theyv get the men to go to the conntry for
£1 over sustenance. When the wmen arrive
on the job they are told that there is eertain
work to be done and that thev will get a eer-
tain priee for doing it, The Minister said
that all the men were satisfied aud were get-
ting wnore than a laiv deal from the Govern-
ment. A man of 63, wha is receiving 7s.
week, was foreed to go to the evuniry andl
he has written me as follows:—-

ever

I do not wish to dishearten von, hut this is
about the worst undertaking ! huve tried.
There is no possible hope of buving clothes
or anything else out of this joh. The ganger
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has given us certain work to do and we have
heen on it five days and about half of it is
done. When the whole of it is done, we will
be entitled to £1,

That man of 63 i< going to et £1 tor ten
days’ wark., He went to the vonntry under
the scheme for ~ingle men at 25s, 2. a week,
less the many deduction: that the Minister
ensures are made.  The Minister told us that
the statements of deputations aml the
speeches from this ~ide of the Hoeuse were
so much hot air, T for one will not stand
by without protesting when the unemployed
are victimised. He told us that the whole of
the men in the Myalnp and Stonchouse camps
are satisfied, and that a lot o} the dissatis-
faction avese when the Leader of the Op-
position inspected those camps. Tet the Min-
ister recall the different refovms that have
been introduced since the Leader of the Op-
position visiled the camps. A few weeks
ago the Minister told us that evervthing in
the garden was lovelv. Then a strike oe-
curred and the Government hegan to take
notice. 1 assure the Government that the
unemployed are definitely opposed to the
system of part-time work now operating.
Still. we hope that in ahout seven months
the present rotten Government will he de-
posed and will he sneceerded by a Govern-
ment who will give himmane  freatment to
downtrodden people. T appeal to the Min-
ister to try to adopt a more humane atti-
tude. If he understood the position he would
not vest such wide powers in the gungers.
He has made the gangers absolufe taskmas-
ters and the unemployed cainnot  protect
themselves. The men o to the counfry with
the idea that they will receive £1 1 week
over sustenance. When they arrive the
ganger takes up a pick and marks ont o job
m ground that i< not too hard saying
“That is worth =0 much.” When the men
have carried on for a week or two and find
that they cannot make anvihing out of i,
the ganger offer< an extra 2s. 6d. I ask the
Minister to exercise stricter supervision. He
should visit the johs and see that the men
are riven u fair deal. | wish to mention
one had ease that has eome under my notice.
It should arouse tle sympathy of refurned
soldiers on the Government side. An old
Mons :oldier who, according to the report
from the Record Office in England, had suf-
fered severe gnn-hot wounds in both sides,
has a semi-permanent job. He has two sons
as biz as T am and a daunghter aged ahout
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22 The mwan s able to work about two-
thirds of the year and I believe he receives
£3 11x 8. o week, T have applied fo the
department [vr work  for the sons and
daghter, hut unsucce~sfully. The man, who
has been in Australia for about 14 years, is
almost an invalid and receives no Ariny pen-
sion.  Yet be is compelled to work to keep his
sons and danghier, who are much hetter able
to work than he is. The Government should
consider the unemployed on their merits,
The Minister for Works quoted New South
Wales. I was disappointed that he did not
also quote Fiji and Siam. In New South
Wales a child is entitled to relief nntil it
reaches the age of 21 years, but the humane
Government in the State, nbont whom the
Altorney Cicneral spoke last night, denies
assistance to a child on reaching the age of
14 vears. T hope the Government will realise
that even if a echild does rearh the age of
14, he is cntitled to he fed. The Minister
for Railways has a yuecer idea of his re-
spponsibilities. The Railway and Tramway
Unions are being cited before the Arbitra-
tion Court to show cause why they should
rot revert to the 48-hour week. If the
application succeeds, the Minister will be
able to transfer about 30 tramwaymen and
130 railwaymen who are now on the dole
into the two departments, and thms throw
more men out of work, We also find the
Government applying their policy to pri-
vate enterprise. They have rednced wages
themselves and have Houted the avords of
the cowrt. The cement workers at Rivervale
are to be discharged and re-employed again
at £1 a week abhove the sustenance rates.

The Minister for Works: That
correct.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The member for Can
ning has not yet voiced any disapproval of
the suggestion that money should be spent
ir the country districts rather than in cer-
tain necessary works in the metropolitan
areca. L refer partieularly o the lower
Victoria Park school. The Attorney QGen-
eral had the deecencv to inspect it recently,
and found that it was a foot deep in water.
It was probhably from that school e sot ithe
idea of the boat and cups of water. He
agreed that the school was in bad order, and
that something must be done.

15 nob

The Attorney (ieneral: You do not Kecp
up tu date.  Provision has already been
made tor the work to be done, Why did
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vou net make a fnss about it three years
ago?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The condition of the
school has Leen getting worse ever since the
Minister eame into office. It is like pouring
water on a dwuek’s back to hring matters
nnder the notice of the Government. There
are men of matnre age who are precluded
from  doing a day’s work Dbecause some
members of their family are already in em-
ployment. The first intimation these people
have of the attitude of the Government tu-
wards them is that they are put into gaol
hecause of their efforts to get work, T trust
the Government will allow everyone ile
right i{n live and the right to work.

ME. PANTON (Leederville) [8.50]: In
ihe course of hiz outburst last night the
Astorney General asked whether members on
thig side of the House desived prefurence to
be given to those who werc in a state of
destitution. I am sorry he was so excited
that he did not give us an interpretation of
the word “destitution.” As president of the
relief committee in the biguest electorate,
numerically, in the State, as a member of
the Perth Hospital committee, and chairman
of the institution which is looking after the
blind, I geb i good idea of the meaning of
“destitntion.” When the Attorney General
threw that jibe across the floor, I should have
bheen clad of hLis views concerning destitu-
tion. The present svsiem has brought aboul
some remuavkable anomalie~. 1n the eyes of
the department, once o man obtains susten-
anee he is no longer destitnte.  Destitution
is a quesiion of degree and there are numer-
ous anomalies concerning it.  Those who in
the view of the department or the Minister
urg in a state of destitution, and are not get-
ting snslenanee, ave in a position to obtain
work of some deseription, and there arve
those who are unable to get either work or
sustenance, but who are in a still greater
state of destitution. Anyone whe tukes a
practical interest in the effort to relieve dis-
tregs must know of seores of families in
every indusirvial cenfre who, owing to the
regulations, are in u real state of destitution
uand are unable to obtain any relief except
through the relief committecs. I eould quote
numerous anomalies that have oceurred as a
resalf of the present system. Of all the in-
cidents the following struck me as the most
humorons: Last week an able-bodied man of
63 years of age and weighing about 14 stone
came to my door. He looked the picture of
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health and was tall and Droad-shouldered.
He had three hefty young fellows with him
aged 22, 25 and 27. e wanted to know if
1 considered that atier he had reared three
hulking sons of the deseription of the threc
voung fellows, he was entitled to be sent to
Wanneroo in order to continue keeping them.
I replied they ought to he doing their share.
This position has heen brought sbout beeause
he and his wife were receiving 14s. a week in
sustenanee. The three sons were willing to
work, and were ashamed to bave to loaf on
their father. They weve unable {o get sus-
tenanee hecause the mother and father were
already in receipt of it, and, because they
were not getting sustenance, they were un-
able to do the job their father was obliged to
do. T helieve the officers of the department
saw the joke, and sent the young fellows to
Wanneroo instead of the old muau,

The Minister for Lands: Mistakes like that
can happen.

Hon. P. Collier: Bat it is the poliey.

Mr, PANTOXN: I looked upon it as a huge
joke. 1 am trying to show the anomalies
that continnally occur. The pathetie side of
the question is demonstrated by a young
fellow whe came to my place from the other
side of Charles-street. e had been at Wun.
neroo and was willing to work anywhere.
But he had o wife, and three children under
the age of 11. His wife became mentally
altected and had to go to the Claremont
Asylum.  Quite naturally, this young man
wanted to get & job in the metropolitan area
so that he eould look affer his children.
Everything possible was done ta get him a
job theve. 1 interviewed the officers of the
department, the Minister, and memnbers of
the board. The Minister said he eould not
deal with individual cases. The officers said
that they had already affurded help to the
member for Last Perth in connection with
a bad case, that a deputation had since ¢ome
from the Bast Ierth unemployed, and that
they were not going to do that sort of thing
any more. Because of that happening, they
were willing to force this young man back to
Wanneroo, just as if they did not care
what happened to the chidren. When I
told the man there was ne job available
in Perth and that he would have to go to
Wanneroo, he said the only thing for
him to do was to notify the Child Welfare
Department that there were three uncared-
for children for them to look after. Ile
was prepared to keep them wherever they
were, but ecould not look after them from
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Wanneroo. I could quote innumerable
cases showing the absurdity of the anom-
alies that are constantly ecropping up.
A single man came here this afternoon and
sent in for me. Fle told me that he had been
prospecting. I am, of course, giving his
side of the ecase; Mr. Macartney may have
quite another side.

‘T'he Minister for Lands: Very frequently
there is ancther side.

Mr. PANTON: Certainly; but the cascs
I have already quoted are absolutely gzen-
vine. This young man has been on the
flelds prospecting, and has taken ont three
crushings, none of which paid. lle came
back, jumping the raitler, as he put it, to
Gersaldton. TUnable to find work tlere, he
again jumped the rattler back to Perth. He
has heen here nine days. and because he
“left the remarkably rieh distriet of Yilgarn-
Coolgardie, as he puts it, he is not allowed
to get sustenance here. He came to see me
about the matter. I do not know what Mr.
Macartney will say about it to-morrow. I
am spending practieally every hour of the
day in dealing with such ecases and trying
to secure some relief for them.

The Minister for Lands: Who was the
olticer that dealt with the caze of the man
who had three grown-up sons?

Mr, PANTON: That ease, like the others,
was dealt with according to regulation. T
have nothing (o say against the officers. 1
have roceived nothing but eourtesy from
officers who are earrying out a verv diffi-
cult job indecd.

The Minister for T.ands: The treatment
of that case was not usnal. T should like
to know the namoe of the officer who dealt
with it.

Mr. PANTON: There arc only three
officers in the department—Smith, Brownlic
and Macartnev.

The Minister for Lands: Then it was one
of the three?

Mr, PANTON: 1 am not making any
complaint whatever against the officers. I
am eomplaining abont the Government's
stupid regulations,

The Minister for Tands: There wa: a
want of common sense in dealing with thal
case,

Mr. PANTON: That is just the question
I am eoming to now. the question of com-
nen sense.  On everv deputation T have
attended, the Minister has repeatedly re-
frced to deal with individual eases. T do
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not blame him For that, as he has a big job;
but every argument that has been put up
bere during the last three nights has been
an argument in favour of a responsible
Minister being appointed to do the job by
itzelf,  We have been asking that for weeks
past.  The Minister has the responsibility
of dealing with all such cases to-day.
Neither Mr, Marartney, nor Mr. Brownlie, is
responsible Lo this House. ‘The Jlinistec
sitting here is responsible. Te may be in
n position to do the job, but he is certainly
delegating his duties. He is at the same
time Minister for Railways and Tramwaysz,
for Mines, for Forests, and goodness knows
what else. That fact shows that there is
plenty of reom for a Minister to deal with
the unemployed position alone. We find
anomalies. Then we go to the department,
whieh is faeed with regulations. T have
never once asked the department to break
a regulation, if its officers are unable to
put me through to the Minister, or nnable
to get him to depart from the regulationg,
No member of Parliament has the vight to
ask a civil servant to break regumlations.
The Minister informs uns that he has ap-
pointed a beard. Where is this hoard? Per-
haps I should suy I am not new speaking
of the two genilemen appointed to repre-
sent the Commonwealth, I am speaking of
the State board, of which T understand Mr.
Bennett was appointed chairman. T fur-
ther understand that AMr. Bennett is out
of the State, and has heen for some time,
Further, T sce by the Press that a member
of the board, Mr. Pullen, has been appointed
to the very important position of Chief In-
speetor of the Agricultural Bank for the
South-West.
Hon. P. Collier: A very Ineky man.

Mr. PANTON: T want to know whether
it is proposed, in view of that appointment,
{o continue Mr. Pullen as a member of this
board. There remains Mr. Brockman. Is
AMr. Brockman going to be the hoard? Or
is a representative board to he appointed?
[ am not partieular whether we have the
Minister or a hoard; but if we are going
fo have a board, let us have a board with
some authority, with some power to do
things, and not simply a board to accepr
regulations from Cabinet or from the Min-
ister, because a memher of such a hoard
would simplv say, “There is the regulation,
and I cannot step outside it” If the
present system is to continue, there
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must be =oneonc with sufficient auth-
ority, if necessary, fo say, “We
will deal with this case or that ecase

on its merits,”  That is not the pesition
now. Judging by my not inconsiderable ex-
perience of the department, there is a tend-
cney on the part of the officers to be fearful
of doing something which will set up a pre-
cedent and bring criticism about their ears,
ovr perhaps obtain for them a rap over tho
knuckles from somebody higher up. Officers
employed on seeh a diffieult job should have
available to them somebody to whom they
can appeal for immediate and definite rulings
what to do with this case or that. We have
had a tria! of the present system, and peopls
with experience of it know exactly where it
is leading to. We shall be continually up
against these troubles. I do not wish to be
always running down to the department
after making an appointment with some man
or woman to meet him or her in the after-
noon or the next day and say, “I have done
my best. but the department will not do any-
thing.” If some definite policy were laid
down, we should say in such cases, “There is
the definite regulation, you cannot get past
it, and it is no use my going down to the
department for you.” Buf under present
conditions the department shift from that
posifion, and so the representatives of the
people do not know where they arve in the
matter. Now I wish to deal with another
seetion of the community, and I hope I shail
not be told that T am putting up sob stnff.
There is to-day a seetion of the community
who, owing te the regulations governing des-
titution, are being sadly penalised—the re-
turned soldiers in receipt of a small pension.
To-day the refurned soldier who is married
but without children, and is receiving a pen-
sion of 14s. or 15s. per week, is not entitlail
to snstenance, That has been definitely de-
cided.  The Ainister clearly stated to =
deputation which T attended that sustenance
was for eases of distress, and that where a
man’s income, by way of soldier’s pension or
otherwise, was equal to or more than the
sustenance to which he would be entitled, he
was not to gef any sustenance. We howed

to that ruling, but the unfortunate part is .

that the returned soldier, heeanse he is get-
ting a small pension for disability suffered
during the war—and for going to the war
he received loud cheers from many quarters
—is not only debarred from ohtaining sus-
tenanee to assist him, hut also deharred from
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getting a job, not being on sustenancs.
Could there be anything move absurd? The
man and his wife are penalised because he
was disabled while doing his duty to his
country, and now he is further debarrved
from getting a job at all.  The Attorney
General said that what we propose would
amount to giving the man a preference ovar
others in a state of destitution. As one who
linows something about soldier peunsions, T
say the man in most eases would not be
getting a pension if it did not cost him the
bulk of that pension to ameliorate his dis-
ability. There are to-day 1,500 men on the
unemployment register at the R.8.L. I know
this because [ am a member of the Ameli-
oration Board, which meets twice a week to
try to relieve the distress of these men and
their families. Those 1,500 men are not en-
titled to be registered for Government work.
I say there is nothing to prevent the Gov-
crmment from doing justice te those wen.
I am not asking for sustenanee on their be-
half, hut I do ¢laim for them the right to be
registered for work, so that they will have
the same chanee of being picked up as other
men have. Surely that is not an unfair or
unreasonable request to make. Tt has heen
made fime after time. e have had deputa-
tions Lo the Minister, and have thrashed the
matter out in vavious eommittees. We have
approached responsible authorities without
cetting anvwhere. To-night T appeal o the
Government to give consideration to some of
these questions.  Let Ministers ask them-
selves is it fair that these men should be
penalised simply because they have done
something which they helieved to be thewr
duty. A good many ligures have been
thrown about the Chamber during the last
two or three nights. 1 shall not eontinue that
proeess, hut I assert unhesitatingly that if
the number of unemploved in Western Aus-
tralia to-day is estimated on the number of
nmen drawing sustenance, the figures are
very far short of the true number of unem-
ployed. There are families all over Leeder-
ville, at any rate, with a father unemployed
and drawing sustenance, and very few of
suell families but have a son or two, or per-
haps three sons, unemployved us well. Bui
those sons, because they are not drawing
sustenance, are not registered as unable to
obtain employment. The Ministerial statis-
ties do not aceept those cases as unem-
ployed, but thev are well and truly unem-
ployed. I go further than that. I will
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cases thai
little  girl

give one ease
aArc  nUmerous

i=  employed and rTeeeives 23s.  per
week. Her father and her brother are
both wnemployed. Her brother is a man of
about 27. He came to my place the other
evening almost crying at the thought that he
wits unable cither to be registered for em-
ploxyment or to obtain sustenance. He did
not want sustenance, he wanted a job. As a
single man he was prepared to go anywhere
for work. But because his sister was bring-
ing into the house more than the equivalent
of the sustenance fo whieh the family would
have been entitled if she was not working,
21s., he was debarred from either. His posi-
tion is the same as that of the returned sol-
dier I have just quoted. And that is typical
of scores of c¢ases in Leederville, and what
is typieal of [Lecderviile is typical of the
State. These anomalies should bhe rectified,
and a Minister giving the whole of his time
to the job, and accepting the responsibility
to this Parliament, could give a decision
guick and lively on such a case when we took
it along. A great deal has been said about
the effect which the Government's seheme is
having on industrial conditions. Tt goes
without saying, T believe, that every day in-
“dustrial conditions are being broken down.
To-night's “Daily News” almost pictures the
President of the Arbifvation Court as in
tears while trying to do his job. Ile was
given an Act of Parliament which, a few
years ago, everybody in this State said was
ihe finest Arbitration Aet in the world. Heve
we are with the court tied up in every diree-
tion, unable to move one way or the other
because of the legislation introduced by the
present Government. Apart from that,
under the new secheme that has been ad-
vanced, with the agreement including that
wonderful clause in which private employers
are dictated to as to when and how they
are to employ men, another undesirable posi-
tion has been created. In branches of indus-
try not governed by any industrial agree-
ment or Arbitration Court award, the em-
ployers can do just what they like. In other
directions, industry is covered hy awards
and agreements. I will cite three—the
cement workers, the Hume pipe manufac-
turers and the filter workers. The men em-
ploved in those sections of indusiry belong
to the Australian Workers' Union, of which
I am a State President. 1 know some-
thing about the position. The Government
say that the men mmst work under those
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agreements in the manner Ministers desire,
and I find the Government have been clever
enough to find a way out. Instead of the
men working for four or five months or for
such period as the job lasts, they are required
to work for two weeks, and then stand off
for a week. Thus the Goveruninent have com-
plied technically with the Arbitration Court
award. They have done that by permitting
a man to work for a week, and then the em-
ployer gives himi notice that at the end of the
next week he will be dismissed. That enables
the emplover to work the man for two weeks
and then stand him down for another week.
Wonderful work! After all the years that
it has taken to build up the conditions that
formerly applied, the Government have been
able to find o way of setting them aside.
Why are not the Government honest?

The Minister for Works: It was quite
legal.

Mr. PANTON: 1t was miserably legal.
Thousands of things that are done are legal,
but they are immoral. Why are not the Gov-
ernment honest? Why do they not suspend
the Arbitration Aet instead of mutilating it9

The Minister for Works: Do you want us
to do that?

Mr. PANTON: The Government ean do
it te-morrow if they choose. If they did
so, it would be far more honest than their
present attitude of mutilating and chopping
the Act about. In my opinion, the indus-
trialists of this State—and T know them
pretty  well—would agree that the Gov-
crnment were honest if they did suspend
the Arhitration Aet. That is more than the
indusirialists can say of the Government
to-day. By means of technicalities, the Gov-
ermment have overcome awards and agree-
ments. The Government could not aitack
industrial conditions much more if they did
sugpend the Arbitration Act. The workers
wonld then at least know where they were.
We would not be confronted with the neces-
sity to fight technicalities in the Arbitra-
tion Court as we have to do now. But
the Government do not contemplate such an
attitude, because they know an election is
looming. To adopt a drastie action such
as I suggest, even though it would be the
more honourable course, might achieve a re.
sult they do not desire next year. The
Government must have a very poor epinion
of the intelligence of the workers and of
the people generally if they think they ean
go on fooling them all the time in the man-
ner they are doing to-day. Tf the people
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will show themselves content to be fooled
after this latest episode, I will give them
up as a bad job. I will say no more be-
yond making a final appeal to the Govern-
ment to appoint a responsible Minister to
take over the work relating to unemploy-
ment and allow the deparimental officials
an opportunity to earry out their duties as
they should do; to give returned soldiers,
who to-day are suffering disabilities becaunse
of their war service, which prevent them
from even applying for a job, an oppor-
tnnity to do so, and thus have those dis-
ahilities rectified; to afford the right to work
to hundreds of voung, strong, willing, single
men, at present deprived of the opportunity
to get snstenance or work hecause a sister
may be earning a little more than the sus-
tenance rale. Some people say the nnem-
ployed do not want work. We have the
newspapers, and orators at swell dinners de-
claring that the dole system is building np
a race of wasters. What are the facts to-
day? There are thousands of young men
enger to go into the country even at a mis-
erable pittance of 25s. a week and yet they
cannot get work. In all sincerity, T appeal
to the Government to reectify somne of the
anomalies created hy absord regulatinns,

MR, F. ¢. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Tvan-
hoe) [9.20]: Although a newly eleeted mem-
ber of this House, I trust T have a true
sense of the responsibility that rests wpon
representatives of the people at all times
and more particularly at a time such as the
present, when the popmiation of the State
appears to have ont-run its actual population
capacity. [Partieularly, too, at a time when
thousands of wage carners cannot sccule a
job, in which the return for work will be a
wage that will seeure for them a decent stan-
Aard of susfenanee and a frugal standard
ol comforf. T was much surprised to learn
that it is possible for the Government to
introduee a Supply Bill covering a period
ol three months at a time when already six
weeks of that period had expired. 1 was
surprised to learn, too, that the Bill could
make provision inclusive of a large sum
of money from loan funds to be expended
on works that the elected representatives of
the people. apparently, will have no oppor-
tunity to disenss either regarding the amount
to be spent, or the manner in which the
works shall be carried out. I recollect the
memwbers of the Perth Chamber of Com-
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meree on one occasion waiting upon the
Premier and suggesting to him that when
# Loan Bill was being disecussed in this
Chamber, the schedule of the Bill and the
works contained therein should be discussed
at the same time. I awm in accord with the
attitude adopted Ly the Chamber of Com-
merce. It may not be a very practical pro-
position. [ lack experience in Parlinmen-
tary procedure, but I think members of the
Perth Chamber of Commerce should know
something about it. Particularly at such a
time as the present, when loan money is
being spent to relieve unemployment and
the distress prevailing in our midst, when
such funds are being spent for the purpose
of endeavouring to alleviate the depression
and is being speni ostensibly for the pur-
pose of restoring public confidence and to
create employment generally, the elected re-
preseniatives of the people should have
some opportunity to diseuss those works and
the manner in which they are to be carried
ont. Natorally, those of us who are making
maiden speeches in this House, face the posi-
lion with some trepidation and difidence.
I was much encouraged by the statement
of the Attorney General last night
in reply to some eriticism. I lhad not.
anticipated hearing in this Chamber such a
feeble, illogical utterance. T hardly expected
to hear such a statement from a privaie
member, much less from a Minister of the
Crown. He attempted to draw an analogy
between conditions existing at a time of
famine and those obtaining through destifn-
tion existent in the midst of plenty. He
claimed there was an analogy between the
two positions, but, of eourse, there is none.
I remember an English statesman once say-
ing, “You can tax the last rag off a man’s
back and the last bite oui of his mouth, with-
out his knowing where it was coming from.
His complaint would be not against high
taxation but against had times” I gaimed
the impression from the Attorney General’s
ntterancée that apparently he is in the same
eategory as those who would blame the bad
times for present-day conditions. Ile spoke
of having to pray to the Almighty for rvain.
It there was anvthing to be inferred from
that statement, and in the analogy he cn-
deavoured to draw, it is that we are forced
—T eannot say to a logieal conclusion—to the
conclusion that he meant the widespread de-
pression existing throughout the world 1o-
day is the result, not of Government policy
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or mismanagement, but of a di=pensation of
Providence. He alse referred o the faet
that members on the Qpposition side of the
House did not have a monopoly regarding
mterest in hinmanity, T know that the wem-
bers on this side of the House have not a
monopoly of that interest. All Governments
have an interest in humanity aceording to
their lights. No matter wheve yvou find them.
they would all claim and all feel that their
activities and the policy they were pursaing
were in the best interests of humanity. But
I would draw the attention of the Mttorncy
General to the fact that there are on the
carth to-day places that are carrying only
ong person  fo  the square mile where in
tormer times, with wiser policies and wiser
administration, they were earrving 150 per-
sons fo the squave mile.  There are many
places on the glohe that at one time were
carrying only one person to the sanare mile,
hat as the result of Government poliey and
administration they are now carrying 100
and even 150 persons to the square mile. I
contend that the chief function of a Ciovern-
ment is to so direct their policy that there
will be an ever-inereasing actual population
capacity. When the population excveeds that
actual population eapacity, as it has done
to-day in a period of depression, then it is
the duty of the Government to try to lift
the actual population eapacity by puhlie
works that will inerease that eapaeity of the
couniry. I wish to cite an instance to illus-
trate my point.  Epypt for many ceaturies
was under the domination of a foreign Gov-
ermunent.  Up till 1837 the aetnal popnlation
capacity of that eountry never exceeded
2,000,000, Bnt after the Pritish went there
and secured dominaticn of the country, by
wise administration, by a wise policy of
building and the introduction of  publie
utilities =nch as roads and railways, and the
building of the Assuan Tlam they within 30
vears inerensell the aetual population capae-

ity of that country to 8,000,000, That is
why [ snggest that at a time like this it

works are going to he earried out they should
he undertaken with a view te ereating value
that readily be put to wuse and
will speedily be enhaneed in the diree-
tion of ereating emplovment in the
varions  districts  where  they  are  ear-
ried out. | notice the Government are
going to spend £33,000 in reforestation. I
am not opposed to reforestation as a prin-
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ciple. 1 think it is a very [ne thing, and
work {hat =honld he ecarred ont at zome

time or ather. But in this country and in
many olhers men have hecome cranks in
their advoeary of the necessity for re-
ferestation in times when fhere was plenty
of money available tor that purpose and
they conld not get the (tovernments of the
day to apply themselves to it. But to-day
this Governmeut evidently have a foresiry
sense, for they are going to spend €i3,000
on thiz zeheme out of which no value, no
henelit, ean arvise for 40 or 30 vears.

The Minister Yor Forests: 1 reenll that
my predecessor had a forest poliey, too.

[Mr. Pantan taok the Chair.)

Mr. B, O T, SXMATH.: I think that work
15 entfirely unwarranted in a peried of de-
pression.  We want work, sueh as the Har-
vey drainage scheme, that will make land
available the value of which can be derived
within a few vears, and inerease the popu-
lation cqpamtv of the country and malv
work mueh sooner than would any s’ /
of reforestation. What [ am o
respeet of that scheme ie
out on n principle of  Lienance work. In
(Grent Britain i .y have had an Unem-
ployed Workers® Relief Aet since 1904, and
these schemes of sustenance work have
beew dmped long aza. Al the inemployed
theve Voe whaom Jobs cannot be tound are
on the dole. I am in favour of the prin-
ciple of giving n dole to wunemployed
workers and endeavonring to use the monay
{hat is available for the purpose of finding
full time employment at full wages for as
many workers as ean possibly be employed
with thal money. Sustenance work, in my
opinion, is more degrading than is the dole.
From any aspeect in which it is viewed it is
unsounid: unsonnd economically and un-
sound generaliv from any point of view
vegarding the he<t interests of ths coun-
try. Tt involves the expenditure of money
for which no adequate return can possibly
be experted. [t impels the employvment of
men on works for which they are neither
suited nor fitted. n such jobs it is impos-

-« to in
sing earried

sible to exercise that discipline which
would ordinarily prevail. It expeets men
withont any incentive to give a good re-

tarn in their labonr. Tt carries a remunera-
tion that is degrading and demoralising,
and it denies the workers the ordinary
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comlorts of existence. And if they secure
for themselves sufficient clothing with their
remuneration, it dentes them sufficient food
to give them the strength to work. TFur-
ther, it eontributes nothing to the remedy-
ing of the depression or to the restoring
of confidence generally, hut ultimately will
tend to aceentnate the diffieulties under
which we ave labouring to-day. On this
point of sustenanee work I wish to vead an
extract from n hook entitled “The Growth
of Nations,”” by W, Rose Smith, a man
famed thronghout the world as 2 writer
on economies, and who expresses my view
on this question of sustenance work in
wovds that T eonld not myself employ. He
says—

Nawurally the man whose poverty and lack
uf hread are heing exploited in the presamp-
tion. thitt he will not work for ordinary vates
of pay will do his hest to justify that opinion
where he seer nn likelihood of redress. The
grudging deole of munieipal charity is notor-

~ tously panperising in its effects on the re-

——arpient, anil if for no other reason relief works
shoull never be organised on an insufficient
or charitable basis, The only possible relief
lics in o full measure of cmployment at full
pay, and for this purpose, as well as for the
prevention of all real loss to the wation, the
organisation must have a wider purpose than
that of providing temporary relief works. Tt
ghould deal with the whole field of cmploy-
ment.

That expresses my views oan the subjeet.
We have heard something abont the Gov-
ernment providing work for all. T do not
know that it is the function of a Govern-
ment to provide work for sall, but it is cer-
tninty the funetion of n Covernment =0 to
order their poliey that there shall be as
mneh work available as possible, and that
the work shall he of a veproductive nature
and of n natnre that is likely to afford
faeilities that will make for work in pwi-
vate enterprise. T want to say a few words
in regard to the goldmining industry, Here
is the best of the departments in the eon-
cern the Government are managing. Tt i=
the only industry in the State to-day that
can really be said fo he thriving: the
only industry that ean sell its produet
at o higher price than that
prior to the depression; the only in-
dustry, also, that eaveies  with it in-
herent possibilities for lifting the celouds
af depression  that have setiled  npon
the eommmite.  But we find in the state-
ment ol fiuaneinl retarns published in the

prevailing
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“West Aunstralian” rvecently that the Min-
ister for Mines has spent £2,000 less this
vear in that department thon was spent in
1029-30. T do not know whother the Min-
ister prides himself on that achieveinent, hui
personally I think it connotes a poliey that
i3 the very antithesis of wise admimstration,
When vou have an tndustry that has such
potentialities as has the goldmining indus-
{ry, evervthing should he done by the Gov-
ernment Tor the purpoze of encouraging and
expanding that industry, Several years ago
the Government of the day appointed a
Royal Conumissioner to inguirve tnto the in-
dustry and make recommendntions.  That
commissioncr vecomnended the grouping of
the mines and the building of new plants.
T parswanee of that poliex the mineg are
heing prouped along the Golden Mile, and
vast expendituve is being undertaken for the
purpose of constructing new plants for the
treatment of the ore. But vight in the mid-
e of this transit period we find the Gov-
crnment imposing inereased burdens in the
shape of inercased water chavges, just when
the mines were earrying out a poliey of en-
deavouring—despite the uncertainty of the
exchange and gold honus—to place the in-
dustry on a footing that would be pavable
if the price of gold shonld ever revert to
£4 15, 114, per fine omnece. That was o very
foolish move on the part of the Governmens,
seeing that the companier were spending
practically all their profits on the mines.
Out of about £3,000,000 profit carned las:
vear. only £53,000 was paid in dividends.
All the rest wenl back into development aned
for the constrnetion of new plant. In an-
other direction, too, the Government have
done things detrimental to the industry. !
refer to the hurdens that have heen thrown
on praspectors by the entting out of rebates
and concessions that were previonsly en-
joved. They were eut ont becaunse it was
said there was a loss on State hatteries, but
apparently they were cut ont without any con-
sideration of the possibility of making good
that loss by charging a little more for th-
erushing of parcels of high grade ore that
were going through the hatteries ane retain-
inz the rebales and voncessions for the pro.
spectors on lower wrade propositions.  That
aspect of he Stute hattery svstem shonld
liuve heen investigated hefore the men on
low-vpade propositions were deprived of the
coneessions previonsly wiven them. We have
to realise that all the ouf-cropz and all the
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reefs showing in thix State have heen well
prospected and well turned over. No pos-
sithibity exists for another Gelden Mile or
another good mine. except by digging for
it. The pessibilities Jie in the working of
low-grade propositiens—propositions  that
are low grade on the surface—and it is
foolish policy to remove the meentive that
e prospectors had to dig ideeper in the
hope that, alter going down, hetter values
might be found that will probably be lost
lor ever ax a result of cutfing out the eon-
COSRIONS. I know a man who reeently
had a crushing from n place about 30 miles
bevond Bulong.,  The (Government formerly
piicl 1= per ton per mile for every mile
the ore was civted over the fivst five miles,
bt that payvment has been reduced to 6d.
Tt is not availuble to the wman who erushes
his ore at a private battery. The prospector
i question took his ore to the Government
hattery at Kadgoorlie and found that he
would be unable to get into the battery for
five months. Conseqnently he had to 2o to
a private battery; he could not afford to wait
for five months to have his ore crushed. By
zoing to the private battery, he was denied
the rebate, which amounted to 12s. Gd. per
ton.  Had he got the rebate, he would have
gone on with his prospecting =how, but
through heing deprived of it, he wave the
game up. There are many instanees of a
similar kind.  We have to realise that no
matter what outside influences may operate,
snch as the gold premium, exchange, the gold
honus, ete, the production of gold will
always be Hmited by the mill capacity avail-
able. There is not n wine on the Golden
Mile that can afford Lo raise and break more
ore thaun it has crushing Facilities to iveat.
Out in the open fiellds none of the prospec-
tors can afford to break and raise more ore
than there are facilities to treat. I zay there
are not adegnaie facilities for prospectors
in this State. Althouzh there was a marked
increase in the gold preduction last year, the
potential ontput of gold in this State, given
adequate erushing faeilities, is at least one
third as much again. Jt would he to the
advantage of the Government to spend
money to inerease the crushing faeilities, in
order to increase the production of gold.
The State batteries bave erushed more dur-
ing last year than they crushed the year be-
fore, but still there are not adequate facili-
ties. The Government hired or leased a pri-
vate battery at Kalgoorlie. Thev are paying
£1,000 per annum For a perind of five years,

A poldfields man wrote to the newspapers
recently, <tating that he could have bought
the whole battery, lock, stock and harrel, for
€1,500, and his statement has never been
deniedd.  Yet the Government ave paying
€1,U00 per annum for a period of live years.
When the hattery was put into operation,
the Loundations under the boxes wave way,
the stens of the battery were crystallised,
and many of them broke. The engine is old
enough to vote.  If it were artienlate, it
weuld say, “1 should have been retired long
ago.” It would point out that it was second-
hand when it was installed at Burhonks in
14911, that it had rendered hard service theve,
that it afterwards went to Westonia and alse
vendered hard service there, and that after-
wards it was moved to Cavalier’s haitery in
Kalgoorlie and rendered hard serviee there
also. Now it is leased by the Government
for £1,000 per annum and the whole lot is
worth about £1,500. Tt is not affording
adeguate facilities. The Coolgardie battery
will erush 240 tons s week. The men in
charge ot the Kalgoorlie battery know as
inuch about hattery work as any men in Aus-
tralia. The manager and the men under him
are competent, but they have not the material
to work with, and the best they ean turn out
is ahout 160 tons a week. There are parcels
of ore to he seen all aronnd the lease. They
are carfed there, tipped on the ground, shov-
vlled back in the dray, carted up the hattery,
tipped on the plat and shovelled into the
hattery.  That gives an idea of the facilities
provided at Walgoorlie.

Tie Minizter for Mines: That is enly vour
story.

Mr. FoC L SMITH: What is wrong with
it!?

The Minister for Mines: T will tell vou.

Mr, . C. L. SMLITH : The Minister cannot
deny that parcelx of ore are lying around
the lease.

The Minister for Mines: They are lying
arowd all the batteries, hecause they nrrive
in small quantities.

AMr. P C. L. SMITH: Xot
Conlgardie battery.

The Minister for Mines: No, hecanse they
arrive there by train.

M. P, C. L. SMITH: Prospectors have to
wait four or live months to get their pareels
crashed.  We wani an up-to-date plant at
Kalgoorlie, one of 20 or 30 head of stamps.

The Minister A hondred
stamps.

the
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Mr. ¥. C. L. SMITH: The Minister eould
get o plant pretty cheaply off the Ivanboe
i he went the right way about it. The
ivdustry deserves encouragement. It is the
best industry we have, and it is likely to
be the best for many years.

The Minister for Mines: You kuow that
Kalgoorlie has been in cxistence for a long
time,

Mr. . C. L. SMITH: And it will con-
tinue for as long agaiv.

The Minister for Mines: This is the first
time any Government has provided any hat-
tery therce.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: T de not say it is.

The Minister for Mines: But I de.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Well, it might be,
but what sovt of facilities are they? What
is wanted is a eentral hattery with 20 ov
20 head of stamps.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not correct to say
this is the first. ‘

The Minister for Mines: It is the first
State battery provided there.

Hon. P. Collier: But it is not the fivst
time Government assistanee has been granted
there.

Mr, . C. L. SMITH: We want provision
also for secondary grinding and a shimes
plant, so that the pareel can be treated right
off. Tnsiead of having to put the sands on
the dnmp and keep the men waiting for
their exchange premium and London parity
for perhaps eight or nine months, things
shonld he sa ordered that the hattery could
revover all the gold in fthe ore in one con-
tinnous process and pay the prospectors not
only the value of the gold recovered over the
plates and the proportion out of the sands,
but also the exchange and the premivm that
ultimately acerne to them under the present
conditions. That extra money often renre-
sents the prospector’s profit.  The policy pur-
swed so far has heen extremely parsimoni-
ong, and the anthithesis of wise administra-
tion. T now wish to speak about the sandal-
wood industry. At one time the Government
received £54,000 a year from that souree.
Now they are hardly getting anything; in
fact, it is costing them money. They brought
Ingo operanion 4. MOnapoIy 1n 1vZs. For
two or three years everything went well,
and the shipments were abouf equal {o what
had heen made hefore ihe monopoly.

The Minister for Mines: Subsequent to
that date xou had six vears of the Gov-
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ernment which opposed it, and you did not
objeet. You got £323,000 out ol that so-
called rotten deal.

Mr, ¥, C. L. SMITH: That may be so.
The shipments then began to fall away.
The monopoly in this State Jed to the crea-
tion of anociher in China. People there were
not satisfled with the price they were get-
ling from the gencral dealers as a result of
our menopoly, and they formed avother io
squeeze a little more ont of the Clinese
censumer.  There were eight big buyers in
Hong Nong and Shanghui, but enly three
would join the monopoly there.  The five
who stood ont wanted sandalwood. 'They
were firms of repute and strong financial
standing. They seni agents fo look for
sandalwood clsewhere. They sent Mr. Sku-
thorpe to South Ausiralia. He soon found
that the adjoining State had as mueh =an-
dalwood as we had, and that the guality
was as good as ouvs. Export then hegan
from that State. The go-downs i China
have heen full to capacity ever sinee, ani
thousands of ions of sandalwood have been
Iving at I'remantle.  Apparently these
monopolies are to be allowed to go on, and
Western Auvstralia will have to eontinve to
share with South Australia the output of
6,000 tons a vear. The loecal monopoly
should be investigated to sec whether il is

conserving the interests of the State. The
rovalty is to be put on o sliding  seale

according to the price of wood in Clina,
Are the Government going to e the only
losers by the fluctuation in priee? Why
should they alter the rovally in the interests
of oversen huyers?

The Minister for Mines: Do vou want to
o back to the 3s. voyalty?

Mre. F. (L[ SMITH: No. If instead of
getting £35 a ton the price dropped to £30,
i< it praposed to reduce the rovalty by £4
a ton?  On what basis will it he altered?
The interesis of the State arve not heing
properly safeguarded.  The industry ouer
olfered an important avenue for empioy-
ment, bhut to-day there is harvdly any em-
plovtnent available in it. [ it could be re-
established, # would open ap a good Held
for work,

The Minisier for Mines:  Who made it
34,000 a year instead of €1,500 a year?

M VO L SMITH : | suppose the Grov-
ermuent did. T i not enmplaining about
the monopoly, nor am I advoeating that the
loeal mononoty should he simashed up, bat
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1 do advorate that the Chinese monopoly
should he cru~hed,

‘The Minizter for Mines: I would not mind
Ziving you purmission to do it.

Mr. F. C. l.. SMITH: The monupoly in
China is working in eonjunciien with the
menopoly here.  The emergzency legislation
was supposerd to hring ahout all-round saeri-
fives. JMany Government cmplovees in Kal-
«porlic have suffered considerable redue-
tions in wages, although the cost of living
is hetween 23 and 30 per eent, higher there
than it is here.

The Minister for Mines: Beeause thev do
not support local produets.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: They get pouds
wheaper trom znother State. Nothing has
heen done to proteet the workers up there
against high rentals.  Several railway men
liave been transferred to Kalzoorlie,

Hon, M. F. Trvoy: Have the pryvients uu-
iter “the Aliners’ Phithisis Act been reduced
in Kalgoorlie?

Mr. . C. L. SMITH: No. When the men
reach Kalgoorlie they cannol get houses un-
dler 25s. or 30:. a week, und in some cases
not under £2 a week. A man recently wns
‘paying 30s. a week for a four-roomed house
with a lean-to. The man who owns the house
iz the principal landlord in the distriet. and
1= most rapacious.

The Minister for Mines: Most of the houses
were pulled down at one time,

Mr. F. C, L. SMITH : The owner increased
flie vent to €2 o week. There ave houses
which cost €43 to ereel, but arve bheing
lot for 28s. u week. I do not know of a
single house up there which ig not returning
25 per cent. on the capital expenditure.

The Miuister for Land=: Youn will have
new liouses going up next week,

Mr. F,C0 L. SAMITH: In other instances
houses are relurning more per amvun than
1hey cost.

Hon. . Collier: In =~ome case~ 100 per
cent.

Mr. 1. C. Lo SMITH: Nothing is being
done to protect tenants, Wen wages were
reduced, consideration should hiave been given
10 the exorbitant rentals. One cannot wet
even a ramshackle vesidence there Jor less
tlian 255, n week. The same thing applies
in the husiness centres. The rentals of shops
have gone up 100 per cent.  This all tends
to ipgrease the cust of living and adds to the
hurden of workers,
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The Minister Tor Mines: | did not know
the goldfields people were rupacious.

Fon, S, W, Munsie: The private cotupan-
tes have not pnt the financial emergency leg-
islation into operation, whereas the Govern-
meni have dene so. )

Me. 0O Lo SMITH: The Government
cniployees there are receiving £3 11z, 8d. a
week, wherens it cosis them 30 per eent. more
ta live than it does in Perth,

The Minister for Mines: Bat they get
cheapsr gools from the Eastern States.

Mr. T C. L, SMITH: That does not help
those who have to buy rvetail, although it
may be of benefit lu vertain buziness houses
who are making an inereased profit. Retail-
ers 1 have spoken to are auxious to sell
Western Australian goeds. One man told
e that if the vailways earried the goods for
nothing they would still not arrive as eheaply
as they could from the Eastern States
Eggs, for inztanee, are better packed than
the locul egus?

The Minister for JMines: Do they eat bet-
ter?

My, B Co L SMITH : Yes, they ure graded
and guaranteed.  They are excellent egus,
But the packing has a lot to do with the
maiter. The inerchant buying the eggs, if
he finds 20 or 30 dozen broken in a erate
from the metropolitan area and only a
couple of dozen broken in a South Austyra-
lian crnte, apprecviates the difference. There
1= not muell ih vggs, of course,

The Minister for Mines: What about
cheese?
Mr. B Lo SMITH: Where does one

get cheese in Western Australia? One can-
not buy Weatern Australian cheese,

The Minister for Mines: The man who
makes that eomplaint against our eggs nlso

makes a complaint against our cheese.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I know nothing
ahout that. As a matter of fuct, there is ne
Western Australian cheese for ~ale, so far
as [ konow. All the cheese used here eomes
from the Rastern States.

The Minister for Mines: He says West-
ern Australian clieese cannot be compared
to BEastern Si{ates cheese.

My, F. C. I.. SMITH : I do not know what
man you are falking about.

The Miwister for Mines: The man made
a comparison Letween Eastern States cheese
and our cheese, whereas we do not make any
cheese,
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Mr. F. C. L. SMITHL: T do not know
whether cheese has anything to do with this
Supply Bill.  Tu conclusion, I trust that
some eonsideration will he given to the sne-
restion of the Chamber of Commerce. There
is much to be said for close consideration of
" the works on which Loan moneys are to bo
spent. 1 we were about to bhuild a water
supply to the goldtields and had an esti-
mate of £1,115,000 as the cost of the work,
then instead of passing a loan Bill for
£2,000,000 we should pass a loan Bill for
£1L,115,000: and if the work enst ore, the
extra money should come out of revenue.
Under such conditions Governments would
be careful to see that works were earried
ot within the amounts estimated.

MR . SLEEMAN (kremantle) [10.18]:
At the outset let me enter my protest against
the late ealling together of Parliament fov
this session. Some excuses have been made,
but T do not think they hold good. The
faet that the Premier has had to visit the
Kastern States two or three times during
the present vear is not suiticient reason for
the late meeting of Parliament. T consider
that under such conditions as the community
iz passing through, Parliament should not
remain in reeess too long. During recess
Miuisters ean do many administrative aets
which they would not eare to do when Par-
liament is sitting. There nve other Ministers
besides the Premier. Surely this is not &
one-man Government.

Hon. . Collier: Tt is a no-man Govern-
ment.

My, SLEEMAN: Suarely  Parliament
could have heen ealled togrether (o deal with
the Address-in-reply, at anyv. rvaie, and per-
haps wo on with other business while the
Premier was in the Bastern States. Further,
the Premiexr has not been in the Bastern
States for several weeks past. Then again,
there are other memhers of the Cabinet who,
I believe, could have carried on State bnsi-
ness and called Parliament together. Among
those other members of Cabinet there is an
ex-Premier. Thus there was no need to keep
Parliament provogued for =0 long. 1 was
both amused and amazed the other evening
to hear the Attorney General, an educated
man and a King’= Couusel, put up that as-
tonishing argument, or hed-fime story, of
the six men in a beat with a limited supply
of water. The story was pure nousense.
Western Australia is one of the wealthiest
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States in the world; that is, in point of
veal wealth. This country is preducing
huge quantities of wheat, and although the
wrower does not get the price he should, tha
people who want to eat the whent eannot
ohiain it,  Then there i talk of enifing the
throats of tens of thonsands of <heeps hecanse
the produeers eannot obtain payable priees.
(n e ofher hamd, the publie are goipge
short  of  pmtton and  wool. | helieve
that in truth Western Australia is the weal-
thiest conntry in the whole world. The
means of exchange Jdo not matter raneh. TE
they are not suitable it is up to us to
alter them. I am surpised that the Af-
torney General should have put np sueh an
argument ns that little hed-time story of
the six men in a boat.  The member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) to-night comgratu-
latedd the Attorney General on that story,
but I veniure to say that the member for
Swan knows move about o boat with 15
men in il. He evidently thought that the
hoat with 15 n it was sinking, and so he
dceided to transfer from the boat flying the
National flag to the other lugger, the one
flying the Country Party flag. There is such
a thing as ernelty to dumb animals, and one
i= liable to he prosecuted and imprisoned
for commitling such an offence. I fail to
see why men who are prepared to be ernel
tn the people of this eountry should not he
sibjest to a similar penalty, I consider
that the Government of Western Australia
shonld be indicted for cruclty to the human
heings residing in this conntry. The Gov-
ernment musft know that there are men.
wammen and childven in this country going
short of the food necessary to keep hody
and soul together. They mnst know that
there is a shortage of clothes and of bed-
ding for the people of this counfry. Tt i=
had enough when dumb animals are eruelly
treated, bt T econsider it fay wor-e to ill-
Lreat human beings. If 2 man has a horse
and ecannot afford to keep it, he can shooi
it; bnt that sv:fem vannot he adopted with
lmman beings, The Government should
stand up to their job and see that the
people get at least a reasonable quantity of
food, and also rlothing and hedding to keep
them worm during the winler months. The
attitnde of the Government is cansing people
to feel that it is hetter not to look for work,
heecanse they find themselves financially
worse offl after they have worked. A man
on sustenance who is fortunate enough to
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zel & day's or two days’ work, has a corres-
ponding amount deducted from his susten-
ance allowance. The Governmeunt should
stand up to their proclaimed hope thaf the
people would be able to earn a bit more than
sustenanee. 1lowever, the department de-
duet any surplus< from the sustenance allow-
atice.  Thus people who work find them-
selves worse off in the long run. As for
elothes, if a man goes to work he wears ont
his elothes, and also his boots, move quickly
than he does by simply living on the star-
vation sustenance. The other day I had
broucht to my notice the ease of n man on
28s. per week sustenance. He is a widower,
having lost his wife two or three months
ago, amd he i left with two children.  He
was fortunate enongh fo wot werk fo the
amonnt of 31= when o coal bhoat was in nu-
linding coal at the gas works. Although he
Lad earned nothing for wecks and weeks
rrevicusly, the sum of 14s. was at onee de-
ducted trom his sustenance allownnee.  vi-
dently the Government think o man shenld
he able to live and keep his family on 28s.
per week.  He had incurved cevtain debts
hy reason of the hereavement, and vet the
department were hard enough to deduct 14s.
eut of the 31s. he had earned. T do not
know what the Minister thinks about it bat
T consider that not anc penny of sustenance
should have heen wretained in the cireum-
stances. Tt is not as though the man had
been earning week after week, or earninw
often. Thix was n single amonnt of 81z, tha;
had come info his house during a lenc
peviod, and from that amouunt 14s. wns de-
ducted.  Another case is that of 4 man with
A wife sl nine c¢hildren, three of the ¢hild-
1en heing over 14 vears of age,  The utler
s:X are under 14, The Tather is an invalid
rergiving A pension from the Federal Gav.
erment,  The Western Australian Govern-
ment allwed the rest of the family 21= per
week fto live on.  On protesting to the de-
partment, T was Ffortunate euongh to he
able to gel another 7s. nllowed, which means
that apart from the father’s invalid pension
there is 28s. to keep the wife nnd six elild-
ren under 14. The three children over 14
are not recognised hy the department, but
are at home a good dreal of the time, and are
eating some of the food represented hy the
invalid pension and the sustenance allaw-
ance. FBwery member of the family is out
of work. The ecldest son, aged ahout 27,
for the last year earned a total of £36 or
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£38.  The tiovernment ave not conient to
drive men inio destitution; they also give
consideration to the few shillings put awax
in the echildren’s savings bank aecounts. I
know of a case where a little «irl had £4
or £5 in the bank; before the father could
et any sustenance, the £4 or £5 had to he
drawn and expended, and the department
had to be shown how ihe amounl had been
expenied. A lot has been said ubout the
munhers of men picked np for work and
the anmunts they are 1o he paid. T do not
think there is a single member of the Min-
istry who Dbelieves that the men can live on
{lic wages for which they ave picked up to
oo away to the country. Wages of £1 a
week over sustenanee ave next door to star-
vation for a man in ihe metropolitan area:
and 1t is atterly impossible for » man
sent  awny inte the country to keep
up two homes on £1 per week plus susten-
ance. The other evening 1 uasked a gques-
tion as to the number of men picked up.
I asked the question beeanse T doubted the
acecuraey of the Press reports. I o tally
had heen kept of those fizures during the
last few wecks one might easily arrive ar
a total of 20,0100 men picked up aceording
to Press reports. Being anxions to know
exaetly how many men were picked up.
and where they were picked up, T asked
the Minister a question. and he has tabled
the report to-day. Ti is a departmental re-
port. T do not know what the Minister
thinks of it, but T do not regard it as eredit-
able te the Government. Tt is true that
a fair nnuwher of men have actually been
pieked up Wy the Govermnent, but here are
the fizures tomether with the rates of
wages:—The total numher of persons
pieked np for work since the Premier’s re-
turn from his last visit to the East is 3,036.
In the metropolitan nrea 1,864 have been
picked up, and in country distriets 1,172

Hon. P. Collier: That is for part-time.

Mr. SLEEMAY: The following are the
1espective numbers picked up at the variou-
rates of wages:—

870 at 25s. 24,

538 ., 34s.

458 ,, 41s.

304, 48s.

158 ., 43k,

a0y ,, 60s.

311 picked up by local autheritics for
relief works in country disfriets,
gimilar rates applving.

Doez any hon. member think that these
men who have gone to the country distriet:
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ub suel rates can make ends meet? Take
in the second ecategory the married man
who receives Hds, a week. Is it (o be
supposed that he can keep himself in the
counfry and pay the cost of his home
in the metropolitan area? It would be im-
‘possible for him to do it. Most of these
men have to pay rent for their homes. Ex-
perience shows that immediately a man is
picked up for work and gets £1 a weck
above susienanece rates, the landlord is on
his doorstep to compel him to pay his rent
in order to keep a shelter over the head of
his wife while he is away in the country
distriets. Does the Minister think the
amount allowed is adequate when men are
seni away to the country disiriets under
such eircamstances? For my part, I would
recommend men in that position not to go
to the country, notwithstanding the threat
ol the Government that sustenance pay-
ments will he stopped. T would refusze to
o so and wonld continue to fight until the
rovernment provided hetter treatment. Nol
all those who went to the connfry distriets
secured the rates T have indicated, beeause
part-time work entered inte the trouble.
People who were ostensibly getfing 23s.
3d. a week, did not actually receive that
amount. [ have a letter from three young
men who were sent to Quindalup on for-
estry work. In their letter to me they
Say—

We were sent there by the FPorvests Depart-
ment on day work, twe days a week, equal t-
243g, 3d. When we arpived at Pindalup, we
went into camp, a quarter of a mile from the
station, aml nothing wos saill ahont piece
work, The next day we went out with the
nverseer to our bloeks. On arrviving there he
said, *f'Phis is where you cut oni your two
days.?? W were given three wered of gronud
to eover in two davs at 8s, Gd. an nere, pick-
ing up, stacking and buruing off anythiug up
to eight inches thick, We had a mile and a
half to walk Lefore we reached the job. They
nlso eaid when we were picked up that blan-
kets, cooking wutensils and bags to sleep on
would be up there. When we got there, all
they had were iwe bags nt 104, cach, Blimkets
at 18s, a pair andd hillies at 10d. each.

These vourg fellows tell me that they up-
proached =ome of the workers  there wha
were aceustomned to that sort of job, and were
informed that the person wha fixed the price
wag either mad or was looking for a hetter
jub. That was the opinion of experienced
menty well arquainted with that type of work.

“Fon. 1) Collier: That is rauther strange,
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Mr. SLEEMAN: They evidently thought
that the persen who fixed the rates believed
that if he could show he had cut down ex-
pensex and had got the unemployed to work
for as smail a payment as possible, he would
secure promobion in the department.

Hon. . Collier: That was the idea.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What was the result of
these voung fellows’ experience? Two of
them worked five hours on the first day and
the next day the three of them worked for
six hours. On the Monday they worked
seven howrs and worked for the same period
on the Tuesday and the Wednesday. The
next day they finished the work and did four
hours. They explained that they worked
seven hours a day bhecause they had such a
long distanee to travel and the light failed
threm.

The Minister for Railways: A long dis-
tance to travell A mile and o half!

A, SLEEMAN: 1 is dark fairly late in
the morning and early in the evening.

The Minister for Raitways: It is light at
seven o’clock in the morning.

Mr. Marshail: But thay would have to
cook breakiast hefore they left for work.

AMr. SLEEMAN: Now let me tell the Com-
mittee what return these young fellows
secured for their work. They had put in 103
hours and their store bill, notwithstanding
the faet that they had taken goods with
them, amounted fo £2 3s. 4d.” The uactual
return the three men received between them
was 43s. 8d. T communicated with the For-
ests Department and T was promised that in-
vestigations would be made. 1 asked one of
the officials how the rates were fixed for tle
work and he said that, genervally speaking,
a rate was struck and i the men could not
seeure a satisfactory refurn under the stipu-
lated eonditions, the rate was inereased
slightly. 1t the men conld not make 2 o
of it then, the rate was again increased o
little.

My, Marshall: Something like hanging a
carrol in front of a donkey’s nose!

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope the Minister will
take wotice of these matters, and ascertain
whelher the conditions that obtain, eannnt
be altered. 1 am not suggesting  that the
three men | ohave rveferrved to are acenstomed
to the work they vnilertook, but T know them
to be willing workers who were eager to wet
into the eountry and carn money rather than
remmain behind and deaw rations, 1 believe
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they had 1o “juip the vattler™ to ger back,
bug they ~ay that >eme who were unfortun-
itte crouh {0 Pl i a st attempr, were
Forced (o =top on in order 1o get some other
means of retwening to town.  There = an-
other phase that attention should be drawn
10,  The Goavernment foree people to 2
~tute of destitution before they ean zecure
sustenaner, and shonld a mentber of a family
o sustenance he stricken with illness, not-
with=taling the ingposition ol the hospital
1y, the Govermment are shirking their re-
~ponsihility and refusing (o pay for hoapital
Dreatment.

The Minister for Lanmd=: Whar arve von re-
rerring to!

Mr. SLEEMAN: { will exploin the poesi-
tinn.

The Minister for Lands: | think von hal
Letter find ont (he faets.

My, SLEFEMAN:  During the last lew
weeks (here has heen s mild epidemic of
diphtheria in the Fremantle district, and 12
children Lrom the families of men on sus-
tenance work in that district bave been taken
to the Infections Diseases Hospital,  The
Clovernment are evading the provisions ol the
Health Aet amil are requiring the local an-
thorities to pay what the Government them-
stlves shonld pay.

The Minister for Lands: Do you want us
1o inerense the hospital tax?

Mr. SLEEMANX: No, but T want the Gov-
crnment to stand up to their obligations.

The Minister for Lands : 1 will have an
apportunity ol telling the people of Fre-
wantle what the posifion iz to-morrow.

My, SLEEMAN: The Minister is evading
the responsibilities of Government, and foist-
ing them on to the foeal authorities.

The Minisier for Lands: What vou want
thie Governnent to do is fo inerease the bnr-
den on the workers and shift it from the
property owners,

My, SLEEMAN: lmmediately the ocea-
" slon arose, the Minister saw fit to evade the
secfions of the Act, athough when the legis-
Iatioh was hetore the Hounse he =aid that no
one would be penalised. He has adopted
that -utfitude, notwithstanding the fact that
the Gouvernment saved about £150.000 on the
Health Estimaies.

The Minister for Lands: Buf there were
compensating factors.

My, SLEEMAN: When these unfortunate
children were stricken down by a serious
enmplaint and were taken to the hospital-—
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The Minister for Laods:
treatment.

Mr. SLEEMAXN : But the Government say
it is the funeral of the loeal governing au-
thorities, and has nothing to do with the
Government,

The Minister for Lands:
heen the position. .

Mr. SELEEMAN: But the hospital tax was
not imposed formerly. Does the Minister
clain that diphiberin is not as serious as &
broken limh?

The Minister for Lands: No, and the
treatment is available for the children,

My, SLEEMAN: Because diphtheria is a
serious complaint, the Minister wants the
locai moverning aunthorvities to shounlder the
hurden.

The Minister for Lands: I will tell the
people in your district to-morrow that you
waut to put the extra burden on the workess
and take it from the property owners,

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 want the Minister to
stand up to his obligations to give the people
free hospital treatment under the Hospitals
Act,

The Minster
people the facts.

My, SLEHMAN: The Minister will unot
be the only one to tell the people. T myself
will have something to say. The DBinister
must stand up to his obligation to the sick
of this State.

The Mini~ter for Lands: It is a eontract
hetween the foral authorities and the Perth
Ho=pital.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That wns so before the
imposition of the hospital tax, but the Min-
ister has no right to collect the tax and then
refuse free treatment to the indigent sick.
Now we come to the ery of “You must nnt
interfere with private enterprise.” 1 re-
member when we were on that side gnd the
present Ministers were on this side, we used
to be told we must not interfere with private
coterprise and the liberly of the subject.
But now the Government are telling the pri-
vate employver that he cannot employ the
trained men he wants, but must employ sus-
tenance men. I notieed in to-night’s news-
paper that the President of the Arbitration
Cowrt makes a serions attack on the Govern-
ment, in view of whieh I think the Govern-
ment must siand condemned even in the eyes
of their own Zfollowers. Apparently the
Government have interfered with the Arbi-
tration Court.

They secared

That has always

for Lands: T will tell the
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The Minister for Lands: What does the
president of the court say?

My, SLEEMAXN: This is what he said, as
reported in to-night’s paper:—

After the delivery of this decision this Court
requested the Registrar to take steps to have
proeeedings for appenl tuken hefore the High
Court for the purpose of deciding the question
of the juriadiction of the Court, This instrue-
tion to the Registrar was given, as the de-
partmental file shows, after a full deliberation
by the Court, amd with all the weight the Court
could command. The intentious of the Court
were frustrated. The CGovernment wounld not
allow the Registrar to take the necessary pro-
cveedings, The Court, in urging an appeal on
the question of jurisdiction, considered that
the very root of its efficiency as an indunstrial
tribunal was assailed. The Arbitration Aet
gives the Comrt jurisdiction inm all industrisl
matters and disputes and alse the rvight to in-
terpret awards and  industrial  agreements,
whieh latter, of course, includes a right to iun-
terpret an amemded award, and the Court con-
sidered that the speeinl provinee which the
Legistature over a scries of years and in many
cnactments had marked out for its express
ruling and adjudication had heen encroached
upon. There is; however, a further impliea-
tion involved in this refusal by the Government
to allow the Registrar to earry out the wishes
of the Court—and to some minds, perhaps, more
important then the demareation of the line of
jurisdietion, This Court has frequemtly had
oceasion to direct the Registrar to take pro-
ceedings ftor offence against the Act, strikes
for instance.  What assuranee has the Court
that such instructions may not in the future
be caneelled or countermanded by some other
autbority now that a precedent has been es-
tablished? In all vases it is necessary for the
Registrar to invoke the assistinee of the (‘rown
Law authorities. This is neot the place nor
the time to argue the legal points involved,
but three propusitions of faet and not of law
wre outstanding :—

(1) The Court guve instructions to the
Registrar on a matter deemed by it
to be o1 utmost importanee in the
discharge of its fonetions,

(2} The Coart stited its reasons at length

aml instrueted the Registrar to con-

- vey them to the Government, which
was done.

(i) The Goverument refused to allow the
neecessary facilitios to carry out the
Court ’s instructions,
I <uppose the Minister for Tands is prowd
of the fact that this Government, supposed
to he an impartial Government, have
stepped in and blocked the Arhitration
Conrt in this manner.

The Minister for Railwavs: T is 3 que=-
tion ol one court appealing against o de-
cisian of the Full Court.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: The court gave instrue-
tions,
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The Minister l'or Railways: Yes, to »apeal
aguainst the Full Conrt’s decision.

Mr, SLEEMAN: The Attorney treneral
will be interested in this, and T think he
might give us a statement as to whether
such a thing has cver before oceurred in a
court in this Siade, The Attorney (eneral
smiles, hut there is not mueh to smile about.

The Attorney {(renexnl: T do not ‘hink
there is anything at all to smile about when
Iltie President of the Arbitration  Jowrt
comes out with that statement.

My, SLEEMAN: We =hall be plessed to
hear the opinion of fhe Atlorney (irperal
on this

The Atleruey Gieneral: You wili hear it.

Mr. SLEEMAX: This is the place wheve
the Altorney General should give 5 his
views,

The Atlorney General: They will he given
in due coarge,

AMr., SLEEMAXN: Before thi~  Jdebale
cloves?
The Minister for Railways: Wly! Thiz

i< only a rehearsal. We shall have % all
over again on the Address-in-reply.

M SLEEMAXN: We are liere represent-
ing our copstitnentz and endeavouring {o
aet o better deal for the employees. Tn
view of the statement from the Avhitration
Conrt president it seems that the Govern-
ment are zoing to prevent the court from
eiving the cmployees the fniv deal to which
they are entitled. In the past, every little
indusivial trouble that rame along nsed to
pvoke sevenms from wembers opposite that
onr Goavernment were preventing the nolice
from doing this or that. Yet here we have
it from a high source that the Government
ave blockiug the Arbitration Court, nrevent-
ing them from giving a fair deal to the em-
plovees.  In eonclusion, T think the Gov-
ernment will be well advised to take notice
of what Jr. Bruce had to say in Ottawa, He
warned them {hat if they were going fo
tinker anv further with wnges in this
vountry, he did not like to eontemplate
what might happen,  Whon My, Bruce
voices  an opinion  of that kind, it i
time the State Government awoke to
the fact that theyv cannol tinker with the
wiges of the worker anv further. TDuring
1he past two vears there has been iy organ-
i~ attempt fo smash the ~tandaris and
wiuges of the workers. .\s the memher for
TLeedorville mentioned, the “West Amatra-
han” has sugeested €3 a week, T adviz {he
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CGovernment to take nofice of Mr. Bruce's
rcmarks, and realise that the people will
not tolerate further reductions. When a
man like Ms. Bruee recogmises the faet, ir
i= time the State Goverament also recog-
nised it.

Mr. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [10.51]:
I have no intention of allowing the Bill to
pass without voieing my protest en behaif
of the unemployed of the North and Noveh-
Wesi portions of the State. T intend 1o
speak, even at the risk of gaining the dis-
pleasure of the leading newspaper, dis-
pleasmee that the party on this side of the
Chamber have already won. T must point
out. some phnses of the problem as it
affeel= the northern part of the State.
One would have thought that after the
ministerial  visits  to the North, the
Government would have been prompted
to do something for the people who
have gone 'so far from the metropol-
itan area to eke out a living. There is
no question of the Government not knowing
or not understanding. During the last 12
or 18 months I have notified Ministers of the
position. The dissatisfaction of the wnem-
ployed in those far-back areas ean be imaw-
ined when they read the statements that
thonsands of men were picked up last weei
and the week hefore, statements which, of
course, are all fictitious. Those people would
not have pone so far from the metropolitan
area 1o make o living if ther were not genn-
ince and =incere. They did not hang around
the metropolitan area crving for sustenance
and assistance.  All they ask now iz a litth.
consideration when the woney iz being allo-
cated =o that a share of the work may he
provided for them. [ have a dlipping from
the “Daily News" stating that the Govern-
ment have made available £400,000 for vari-
ous works. The bulk of the work, of course.
consisted of water supplies, reservoirs, dams,
harbonr work=. goldfields water supply—~For
this  £115,0000  was providel — irrigatio:,
drainage, ehanneling, cement draining, and
other thing= at Harvey, reforestation, et
Wher the unemployed in the North-West.
who cannot ohtain sustenance, read that. [
do not know what their opinion of the Gov-
crnment will he, particularly after the visits
of Ministers, who appreciated the necessity
for immediate maintenance work on Gov-
ernment buildings, jetties and rolling stock.
This work would he reproductive; the longer
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it i~ negrlected, the wore expeusive it will be.
The Minister for Fovests has £18,000 avail-
able Tor veforestation. Some 12 montls ago
1 pointedd out to him that thousands of
voung sandalwood suckers were being de-
stroyed by live in various pavts of the Nortlh-
West, and T snggested that he should make
a siall suwm avaifable to protect those trees.
I do not intend to traverse all the ramifica-
tions of Injustices impozed on the workers,
suell a< have heen meniioned on this side of
the House. but T wigh to direct the Minixter's
dttention to the impossibility of men in the
North szetting sustenance for more than a
week. A man is allowed a week’s susten-
ance, and then is politely told fo move on,
That applies to three aveas in my distriet.
In the fourth avea a man cannot get susten-
ance at all. T do not know what explanation
can he given for that diserimination. T am
satisfied that the Minister does not under-
stand the position. TWho could have been
respousible for sueh a regulation, I do not
know. T hope Ministers will try to influence
the Treasurer to reallocate the money avail-
ahle so that a portion may be made avail-
able for the North. There iz any amount of
necessary and uvrgent work, such as watev
supplies on =tock routes, town water sup-
plies, andd the maintenanec of varions public
buildings, induding schools. 1t the board
appuinted by the Federal Government do
not know that there is such a place as the
North-West, T hope the Minister will ac-
quaint them with the fact and see that we
are put on the map.

Mr. Raphael: The people of the North
will he putting some of the Ministers on the
mat, not on the map.

My, COVERLIEY : 1 have no intention of
delaying the Committer, hut now that I have
dirvcted attention lo the Government's inae-
tivitv as regards the Novth, I hope they wiil
reallocate the meney and make some avail-
able For the wnemploved in the North and
North-West.

(Question put and passed.

Rezolntion and  the

adopted.

reported, report

Comwmitlee of Ways and Means,
The House having resolved into Conmmit-
tee of Ways and Means, My, Richard=en in
thee Chair,
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The PREMIER moved—

That towards making pgood the Supply
granted to His Masjesty for the services of the
year ending 30th June, 1933, a sum not ex-
ceeding £1,300,000 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, £600,000 from the
Gencral Loan Fund, £25,000 from the Govern-
ment Property Sales Fund, and £300,000 from
the Public Acconnts for the purposes of tem-
porary advances to be made by the Treasurer.

Question put and passed,

Resolution and  the

adopted.

reported, report

Bill introduced.

In accordance with the foregoing resolun-
tions, Bill introdnced, and vead a first time,

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [11.2]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. J, 0. WILLCOCK (Geraldton)
{11.3]): The impression exists in my dis-
triet that no more applications for susten-
ance will be zranted. That 15 understood
to he the case as the result of representa-
tions made to the Unemplovment Board.
Before this Bill is passed tle Premier should
wive us an assurance that Cleraldton will not
be treated differently from any part of
the State.  Many statements have been made
from thiz side of the House with regard to
the inequity of debarring children over 14
years of age from receiving sustenance. I
want to know whether the Government will
alter the svstem wherehy such childven may
reeeive the 7s. a week sustenanee,  Most
members agree that the pogition is anomal-
aus and should not he allowed to continue.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell—Northam) [11.5]: I assure the
nmember for Geraldton (Hon. J. C. Willeock)}
thiit Geraldton will not be treated differently
from any other place. Manyv works are he-
ing put in hand in thatf eentre which will
absorh a large number of men.

Hon. J. €. Willeock: The impression is
that no more applications for sustenanee will
be acceded to.

The PREMIFR : T hope no more applica-
tons -will he necessary. )

Mr. Raphael: Don’'t beat ahout the bush.
Giet down to tin tacks.

[ASSEMEBELY.]

The PREMIER: At all event< they will . be
treated in the same way as those coming from
any other district, | hope that in Geraldton
there will be enough work for all

Hon. J. C. Willcoek : What about children
over the age of 147 ‘

The PREMIER: When the hon. member
was in offiee, the conditions with respect. to
married people were the same as they are
now.

Hon. J. €. Willcock: But the conditions
were vastly different from what  they are
now. The Premier must know that anom-
alies exist.

The Minister for Railways: We do make
exceptions. It depends on the number who
are over 14 and the number under.

The PREMIER: In some cases where the
members of the family are over 14 years of
age and move than one in number, excep-
tions are made. :

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [11.7]:
T want to know what is going to happen to
those men who are not receiving sustenance,
and who have come to the end of their re-
gourees. There are provident men who have
saved money but have been obliged to live
upon it. They have sold their homes and
are now in debt, but they cannot get a job
hecause they have not been reeceiving susten-
ance. What will happen to them? It is a
seandal that the Government shomld ireat
provident men in that manner. It is encour-
aging them to be thrifty no more, and to ask
themselves of what use it is to be thrifty
when they are penalised in that way. These
men in good times saved money, bronght np
their families decently, and made homes for
themselves. They are now at the end of their
resources, and cannot get work because they
are receiving no sustenance. What will hap-
pen to the eountry if that is allowed to con-
tinne? Why should men save at all when
they are penalised for so doing? The Gov-
ernment say to the people, “Do not hother to
save, for you will get sustenance.” Even if
they own only a block of land which they
eannot sell cxeept at a sacrifice, they are
prevented from receiving sustenance although
they are starving. I do not know what we
are eoming te in this country. Tt is ex-
traordinary that such things ean happen.
There is & man T have known for vears—a
very provident man, His wife is keeping a
boarding house. They saved up a little
money. The hoarding house is not paving.
The wife is five weeks hehind in her rent.
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Yet the husband cannot get a job, simply
heeause his wife is keeping a hoarding house,
which does not pay. Thus fine citizens are
penalised by the administration of the Gov-
ernment. The precedent which is being set
will prove dizastrous to this country. In the
contracts whieh the Government are letting
they insert a stipulation that these men must
not he emploved. Several men have seen me
during the past week abount the matter, and
I want to know what is going to he done.
Men who have heen provident and careful
should not be tald that they wmust starve ou
that account. What has the Premier to say
about it? I have a strong regard for provi-
dent, decent citizens who pay their way.
Such citizens are now being told that they
are no longer wanted in this country, that
they cannot get johs. Js that poliey to con-
tinue, or is it going to he altered? [t must
he altered, having regard to the people of
this country who deserve consideration.

THE PREMIER (lion. Sivr James
Mitehell—Northam) {11.12}: 1 tlunk the
hon. member will agree that men who have
heen out of work for a long time amt who
have heen receiving sustenance ought to he
the first to he employved.

Hon. M. F, Troy: They are not the first
smployed.

MR. RAPHAEL ( Victloria Park) [11.15]:
One phase of the unemplovedd (uestion which
has not vet heen {ouched on is that bigher-
ratio men zhould have a monapely of work
in the metropolitan area. 1 want to try to
persuade the Governmeni fo alter their de-
¢ision that a man who has not got thres
children is therefore to he debarred from
any work whafever in the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Railways: That is not so.

Mr, BAPHAEL: I say it is so. T have
put a dozen cases of the kind before the
ollicers of the department and in every ease
the officers have said that the regulations o
ot permit of such men being employed in
the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Railways: As the result
of requests and aven without any request,
we have hreen making exceptions,

Mr. RAPHAERL: No exception has ever
been made in any ecase with which T have
leen coneerned. If the Minister will give
ap assurance that sueh men ean be picked
up far work in the metropolitan area T am
prepared to sit down.  Will the Minister
give that assurance?

The Minister for Railways:
understand what yon mean.

Mr. RAPHAET.: The Minister has stated
tiat every member on this side of the House
cin get that assurance. Yet when I put up
a ease, he refused to continue the argument.

The Minister for Railways: At this late
hour,

Mr. RAPHALEL: The case wus put up at
a deputation. [t was the ease of a young
married man, of good Family, and used to
refined work. The Premier told him there
was no work for him except work in the
couniry at £2 1s, per weck. The 14s. man
forced into the conntry is actnally worse
off than the man getting £2 15s. Can we
picture o man who with his wife has been
purchasing a home, who las to pay 15s.
per week in interesl, who is ¢alled npon .to
o iuto the country and live in a tent, while
the wife bas to live in the metropolitan area,
doing all these things on 34s. per week!?
The question vemains unanswered becanse
nd answer can be given. The case is irre-
futable. Tt is impossible for a hushand in
the country and a wife in the metropolitan
area to live on a joint income of 3ds, n
week. T would have liked an assurance
from the Minister.

1 do wnot

The Minister for Hailways: T have al-
ready told you that exeeptions are made,

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister has not
told me that if there is a eaze which on its
merits ought to he treated as an exeeption,
it will be so treated. Mr. Macartney and
Mr. Smith say that if a man iz not receiving
43 or over, he cannot be placed in worlk
in the mefropolitan aren. They have told
ue that a dozen times. The Minister says
that it has been done, but he is not prepared
1o give me an assurance that it will be done.

The Minislter for Railways: T object to
vanr asking me fo give an assurance when
hnth the Premier and T have given the assur-
ance to depufations,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have put the vase to
Mr. Macartney and Mr. Smith repeatedly,
and on each oceasion have heen refused an
ac~urance. In one case T was told that a
stay of one month had heen granted in the
ease of a young man whose wife had just
wiven birth to a baby. This man has heen
foreed into the eountry, away Lrom his wifa
and two children—the elder being only about
12 months ald—at the dictate of the Minis-
tor. Tt ever there was a easze for eon<iderate-
nes=<, this is one. Yot the Minister is not
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prepared to give un wassnrance. 1 do net
wapt o spral again, and therefore merely
expres= the hope that the Government will
reconsider their decision and let any man
lw picked up on the merits of his case.

The Minister for Railways: T have fold
yvou we will do that,

The Minister for Lands: L thought the
I'romier replied just now, Mr. Speaker.
The Premier spoke jnst now.

Mr. SPEANLER: The Premier spoke hur- -

riedly, As Speanker, I desire that every hon.
member should receive fair play. I have
not yei pnt the rquestion..

The Minister for Lands: I thought the
Premier replied.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier replied to
some questions put by an hon. member on
the Opposition side of the House.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [11,19]:
My opinion ix that if the departmental
offieers were given a little more latitude,
many anomaliez wonld e eleared away.
Personally T think the ollicers have not
the latitude they shounld have. They are
160 much bound down by regulations. As
I mentioned previensly, there is the case
aof & man with a wife and two children
living at howme, and with two older dangh-
ters Tiving away from home, in work. Be-
cuuse the twou elder danghters were earn-
ing more than the total of 7¢, per head for
each mwember of the family remaining at
home, the man iz debarred from getting
anything,  1Te has appealed to the two
daughter- 1o nxist the fomily.  Beeause
the two daughters are nol prepared to assist
the fumily, the man is told that he eannot
el aby as=sistanee whatever,

Question put and passed.

BRil! read a z2econd iime.

In Concmitter.
Mr. Richardson in the Chair: the Pre-
mier in rharee of the Rill.
Clau=e 1—agreed to.
Clange 2—Suwnz available for purposes
voted by the Legislative Assembly:

Mr. SLEEMAX: Wil the Minister give
us an indieation that the instances we have
quoted will receive consideration? We have
devoted a lot of time to the Bill, and we

[ASSEMBLY.)

should not allow the clause to be puassed
unless we veceive an assurance along those
lines. .

The PREMIER: XNo ec¢ase has been
brought before me or the Minister that has
nob received consideration. Of course, the
enses referred to will receive attention.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Is the Premier pre-
pared to say that the elause I referred to
will be withdrawn from the contract so as
to provide men with an opportunity to get
sustenance and work? Some men have
been forced to =sell their homes, and are
they not to get a chanee to lived Must
they sink into a state of pauperism? There
are hundreds in that position. They can-
not get work hecause they are not on sus-
tenance, Some are not able to get either
sustenance or work, Does the Premier in-
tend to remove the clause to which we
have taken exception?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Premier should
give the Committee an assurance that the
matters we have drawn attention to will
receive considevation. Tt is degrading to
men who have douc their hest to bring up
their families decently that they should be
required to become penniless before they
ean seeure assistance, - and that others
should he debarred from securing relief
heeavse a daughter may happen to be earn-
ing. Under the conditions obtaining, the
soeial system iz collapsing.

The Minister tor Lands: No wonder, when
electors have such representatives as von!

Mr. RAPHAKL: Tt is wrong that so much
suffering should exist when there is plenty
for the rest of us.

The Minister Tor Railwavs:  Yon could
divilde it voluntarily if ven desired.

Mr. RAPHAKL: [f the Government per-
gigt in the conditions they are luying down,
they will find that the people will not stand
it any longer. The sooner the people wake
up and iake dlirect action, the better it will
be for all. 1 wanl the Minister in charre
of unemployment veliet to stand up to the
Premier and insist upon sullicient money
being nade available for the absorption of
atl these men. T have a case in Victoria
Park., A father on pavt time is ewrning €2
8s. 0d. per week, He lhas in all a family of
uine, ineluding four sons out of work and
three daughiers. T sav that due provision
should be made for thiz case and many others
like it. '
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Clause put and passed.

Preamble, Title—agreed to,

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmiited to
the Council.

House adjourned al 11.7 p.n.

Legislative CTounctl,
Tuesday, 23rd August, 1932

) PACE
Bill: Supply (No. 1}, £2,225,000, all stages - 145
Adjeurnment, speclal ... . 169

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m, and read prayers.

BILL—SUPPFLY (No. 1), £2225,000,
Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved: “That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessarv to en-
able the Supply Bill to be passed through
all stages at this sitting.”

All Stages.,

Bill received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. C. F.
Baxter—Rast) [4.39] in moving the second
reading said: This measure differs from the
Supply Bill ordinarily submitted at the be-
ginning of the session in that it asks for
three months’ Supply instead of two months.
The departure from the customary practice
iz due to the unavoidable delay in the ealling
together of Parliament. The reazon for that
delay is within the knowledge of members.
The measure, in other respeets, is the usual

(6}
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Supply pending the preparation and sub-
mission of the Annual Estimates of revenne
and cxpenditure. If this measure were re-
stricted to two months, a further Supply
Bill would have to be brought down hefors
the current month expires. Accordingly,
the Government are asking for funds to
carry them over the guarter ending the 30th
September. The total amount of the au-
thorisation desired is £2,225,000, make up
&s follows:—Consolidated Revenue Fund
£1,300,000, General Loan Fund £600,000,
Government Property Sales Fund £25,000,
and Treasurer’s advance £300,000. IFor the
information of the House I mention that the
corresponding Supply Rill last year for a
total of £1,370,000 and covering a period of
two months only comprised Consolidated
Reverne Fund £850,000, General Loan Fund
£200,000, Government Property Sales Fund
£20,000, and Treasurer's Advance £300,000.
May I avail myself of this opportunity to
apprise members of the results, in hroad
ontline, of operations during the financial
vear which closed on the 30th June last.
The estimated deficit of £1,226,373 was ex-
ceeded by £331,523, the actual deficit for
1031-32 thus being £1,557,896. This in-
crease of £331,323 was caused by a falling
off to the extent of £212,107 in revenue and
hy a rise of £119,416 in cxpenditure. The
excess of actuzl over estimated expenditure
in faet totalled £214.,077, made up of in-
ereases of £163,996 on unemployment relief,
£20,038 on exchange and £30,023 in relation
to speecial Aets, but savings of £82,984 were
effceted in  the estimated expenditure on
public utilities and of £11,677 in the votes
for ordinary Governmental activities, These
total savings of £94,661 left a net increase
in expenditure of £119,416, the amount pre-
viously mentioned. The decline in revenus
is aseribahle to deereases totalling £44.378
in the collection of land rents and timber
rovalties to reductions totalling £174,432 in
interest earnings and departmental reimburse-
ments, and to a falling-off of £17,776 in
receipts from public utilites, an aggregate
shortage of £236,606. On the other hand,
taxation receipts exceeded the Budget esti-
mate by £16,416, and Mint returns improved
by £8,173. The total of those two items—
£24.580—reduced the aggregate decline in
revenue and rveeeipts to £212,017. It will he
noted that the fall in receipts is much more
than offset hy reductions in expenditure
under the same head. The actoal surplus of



